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The PA COUNCIL FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES 

proudly presents this free program though its relationship with AIHE 

 

“Expanding Freedom throughout History” 
Common Core Standards Training at the PCSS Conference 

Thursday, October 13th, 2011 
AIHE Presenters:  

 Dr. Kevin T. Brady, President 

 Mr. Anthony Fitzpatrick 

 Dr. Fran Macko 

 
Opening Remarks 
Dr. Mark Previte 

 
Welcome: Expanding Research & Reach   10:00-10:45a.m. 
Dr. Kevin T. Brady 

 
Introducing Common Core      11:00-11:45a.m. 
Mr. Anthony Fitzpatrick & Dr. Fran Macko 
 
Lunch & Learn: CICERO      11:45-12:45p.m. 
Mr. Anthony Fitzpatrick 

 
Multiple Perspectives, Multiple Sources   1:00-2:15p.m. 
Dr. Fran Macko 

 
Expanding Freedom Historical Viewfinder   2:30-3:30p.m. 
Mr. Anthony Fitzpatrick 
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Thursday   - 7:00 to 9:00 PM 

Thursday’s Presidential Reception and Awards Ceremony  
celebrates Dr. Mark Previte’s final year as PCSS President and the 
this year’s award winners outstanding accomplishments. 

 

Friday Breakfast 7:30 till 8:00AM is sponsored in part by: 

For over 40 years, EF has been helping teachers and students discover the global classroom.  

 

Friday Lunch 11:15AM  to 12:05 PM is sponsored in part by  

Western Pennsylvania Council  
for the  

Social Studies 
 

  
  

 

www.wpcss.org 
Friday Night’s Presidential Dinner 6PM – 8PM is sponsored in part by: 

  

LEAP-Kids 

Law, Education and Peace for Kids 

www.leapkids.com  
David Keller Trevaskis, Executive Director 

http://www.leapkids.com/
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Social Studies and Literacy:  A Natural Connection 
After a successful 2010 conference in Lancaster where presenters and attendees 
became immersed in the theory and practice of differentiated instruction, we move 
west on the Pennsylvania Turnpike to Pittsburgh: the Steel City, to address the subject 
of Literacy and its applications in the social studies classroom.  The National Council 
for the Social Studies’ mantra for the last decade has been to create effective citizens, 
individuals who possess the “knowledge, skills and attitudes to assume the office of 
citizen in our democratic republic “(National Council for the Social Studies, 2001). This 
applies to all of our students no matter what their learning style, interests and 
inclination to learn may be.  As you scan through the conference program, you will be 
amazed to find over 45 sessions of well-developed lesson plans and activities across 
the disciplines and grade levels that will assist you in developing the cognitive, 

affective and psychomotor abilities of your student-citizens. 
With the support of PCSS Officers and Board members, much has been accomplished in the last four 

years.  The 2008 Gettysburg, 2009 Johnstown and 2010 Lancaster conferences attracted presenters from inside 
and outside the Keystone State delivering curriculum and instructional sessions on the themes of Social Studies 
Advocacy, Teaching Social Issues and Differentiated Instruction.  We were able to attract such organizations as 
The American Institute of History Education (AIHE), C-SPAN, and We the People to offer their expertise to our 
audiences. Through the ground work laid out by Past President David Trevaskis, PCSS and AIHE signed an 
agreement to join forces to improve social studies education.  Many pre service teachers have joined PCSS in the 
last few years.  They now have an opportunity to begin their professionalization process through the newly 
developed PCSS Chapter Affiliates program. Affiliates have been organized on the campuses of Lock Haven 
University, Elizabethtown College and the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown with the promise of a handful of 
other PA campuses ready to join during the upcoming academic year.  This program was also presented at the 
2009 Middle States Council for the Social Studies conference in Gettysburg and the 2010 NCSS conference in 
Denver, CO.   Finally, the PCSS “mini-events” have become a mainstay during January, February and March for 
the last two years.  Methods professors, cooperating teachers, student teachers and pre service students came 
together to experience specialized social studies programs.   

I now take my leave to the office of Immediate Past President and relinquish the reins of leadership to 
Dr. Joseph Labant.  Joe had done an amazing job as President-Elect. His hard work and passion for social studies 
was on display as he organized the 2010 conference in Lancaster and we expect more of the same in Pittsburgh 
this October.  He will be most ably assisted by President-Elect David Trevaskis, Executive Secretary Don Imler, 
Exhibits Guru and Recording Secretary Ira Hiberman. We look forward to inducting five new PCSS board 
members on Saturday morning and giving thanks to those who have ably served their position.  I am supremely 
confident that our new team will guide PCSS to a brighter future for Pennsylvania social studies education.     

Additionally, I wish to express my deepest gratitude to Ron Bloom, 2010, he was named as one of Time 
Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People in the World and Susan Griffin, Executive Director for the National 
Council for the Social Studies, for sharing their passion for social studies education at our Pittsburgh conference. 
Finally,  be sure to make contact with the future of Keystone Social Studies:  the many pre-service students 
attending the sessions and browsing the exhibit hall.  Make them feel welcome! 

When you leave Pittsburgh and return to your home district, please be a social studies advocate by 
spreading the word to your colleagues and students that “every day is a social studies day”.   

 
Mark A. Previte, PCSS President 

Footnote 
National Council for the Social Studies (2001, May). Creating Effective Citzens. Retrieved September 11, 2010, from National Council for the Social Studies:  
http://www.socialstudies.org/positions/effectivecitizens   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_Magazine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_Magazine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_100
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Prior to Lunch 

  

 Pittsburgh 

U- Shape 

Philadelphia 

 

Erie 

20 

Scranton 

 

Butler 

 

Harrisburg  

 

Latrobe 1 

 

Lancaster 

 

Latrobe 2 

 

 

7:30  X Continetal  

Breakfest 

Near  

Sign In table 

Vendor  

Space 

X X X X  X X 

8:00 
to  
8:50 

 

 

Echoes and 
Reflections: 
A Holocaust 
Workshop 
(Clark, Anti-
Defamation 
League) 

Book 
backdrops: 
Primary 
Sources Sets 
Bring Social 
Studies & 
Literature to 
Life (Wise & 
Wrick)  

Vendor 

Space 

Continuing 
Education for 
Young Teaching 
Professionals 
(Falco) 

Deepen 
Learning with 
Digital Literacy 
Skills (Gates) 

Electronic 
Historical 
Reflective 
Thinking 
(Gerlach) 

 

Civil War 150 
in Western 
Pennsylvania  
(Neff) 

Social Studies 
& Literacy in 
NHD Projects 
(Roper) 

7 Billion & 
Counting: 
Lessons for 
Our Planet’s 
Future 
(Camardese)  

9:00 – 
9::50  

 

 

Echoes and 
Reflections: 
A Holocaust 
Workshop 
(Clark, Anti-
Defamation 
League) 

Picture 
Books in the 
Social 
Studies 
Classroom 
(Corvasce- 
Macko) 

Vendor 

Space 

Teaching 
Literacy 
Strategies in  
Secondary 
Classrooms 
(Henry, Hall, 
Shaw) LCD/Sp  

Developing 
Literacy Skills 
Using C-SPAN 
Resources 
(McGorry) 

Teaching 
the Civil 
War with 
Technology 
(Beeghley) 

 

Multicultural 
Story Telling 

(Pearl) 

International 
Student 
Summits & 
Youth Forums 
(Mahsoob & 
Devlin) 

In-School 
Youth Courts: 
Legal Literacy 
in Action 
(Atman, 
Trevaskis)   

10:00-
10:50 

 

 

Echoes and 
Reflections: 
A Holocaust 
Workshop 
(Clark, Anti-
Defamation 
League) 

Reading & 
Writing 
Biographies 
(Drobnak) 

Vendor 

Space 

Using Dual 
Language 
Books to 
Stimulate Social 
Studies 
Learning 
(Leaman, 
Christman, & 
Yamazaki)  

Civic Action 
Project –CAP 
(Klein) 

 

Tradigital 
History-
Bringing 
History 
Alive! 
(Beeghley) 

 

Putting the 
“We” in the 
“I” -Phone, 
Pad, and 
More 
(Etchechury) 

Incorporating 
Gardner’s 
Multi-
Intelligences 
into Social 
Studies 
Instruction 
(Labant) 

Analyzing 
Primary 
Source 
Documents 
(Beccaris-
Pescatore)  

10:50 
– 
11:15 

 

Preparation 
for Lunch… 

Preparation 
for Lunch… 

Vendor 

Space 

X X X X X X 

11:20 
-12:05 

 

 

 

 

LUNCH 

 

 

LUNCH 

L U N C H 
X X 
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Post Lunch Sessions begin at 12:10 

 

 

 

LEAP-Kids 

Law, Education and Peace for Kids 

www.leapkids.com  
David Keller Trevaskis, Executive Director 

 Pittsburgh 

 

Philadelphia 

 

Erie 

 

Scranton 

 

Butler 

 

Harrisburg  
 

Latrobe 1 

 

Lancaster 

 

Latrobe 2 

 

 

12:10 -
1PM 

Echoes and 
Reflections: 
A Holocaust 
Workshop 
(Clark, Anti-
Defamation 
League) 

 

LUNCH 

 

Vendor  

Space 

Lessons of 
Personal 
Bravery & Self-
Sacrifice 
(Kensill) 

LCD/Sp 

Holocaust 
Lessons for 
the Social 
Studies 
Classroom 
(Russo)  
LCD/Sp 

Bracketing: 
Instilling 
Chronology 
(Ross) LCD 

 Professionali
zing  Pre-
Service 
Teachers: 
PCSS 
Campus 
Affiliates  (St. 
Clair) 

Promoting 
Literacy in 
Middle/Second
ary Social 
Studies 
(Gardner & 
Gardner) 

1:10 – 
2:00 

 

 

Echoes and 
Reflections: 
A Holocaust 
Workshop 
(Clark, Anti-
Defamation 
League) 

 
 

 

 

 

Vendor 
Space 

21st Century 
Class: Using 
Wikispace & 
Edmodo in the 
Classroom 
(Kochanski) 
LCP/Sp 

Get Published 
: Writing for 
the 
Pennsylvania 
Social Studies 
Journal 
(Bornstein) 

Caucasus & 
Relationship 
to Russia, 
(Franklin-
Rahkonen) 

 

 The Triple 
Entente: 
Literacy, 
Geography, 
& Reading 
Strategies 
(Shamy)  

  

 

Democratizing 
the DBQ:  
World &US 
Mini-Qs (Brady, 
Hackett) 

 

2:10 -
3:00 

 

 

Echoes and 
Reflections: 
A Holocaust 
Workshop 
(Clark, Anti-
Defamation 
League) 

 

 

  

 

 

Vendor 
Space 

Using Oral 
Histories in 
Writing 
Historical 
Narratives 
(Labant)  

Toothpick City 
II: Towers & 
temples 
(Schocker) 

 

 SAS 
Standards 
Aligned  
System 

Sally 
Flaherty 

 We the 
School: 
Constitution 
High School 
(Saunter) 

How Can PCSS 
Support the 
needs of Its 
Membership in 
Difficult Times  
(Previte, 
Hiberman, 
West, Imler) 

3:05 to 3:20 – FINAL REMARKS, DRAWINGS FOR VENDOR AND OTHER GOODS. 

 

http://www.leapkids.com/
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PCSS Pre-Registered Workshop Session 2011 

 
PA Council for the Social Studies 

  in conjunction with the 
Pennsylvania Holocaust Education Council 

proudly presents  

 
Echoes and Reflections: A Training Session 

Session 1  -  8:00 - 10:50 AM in Pittsburgh 
Session 2  -   12:10 – 3:00 PM in Pittsburgh 

– participation is limited to those who pre-registered through Ira Hiberman 
 

The workshop will involve awareness level training of ten multi-part lessons with a companion 
DVD of over two-and-a-half hours of visual history testimony from survivors and other 
witnesses of the Holocaust. Each of the interdisciplinary lessons is supported with numerous 
primary source documents, including poems, literature excerpts, maps, photographs, 
timelines, a glossary, and student handouts. 
 
Each participant will receive a complimentary copy of the complete curriculum to take 
with them from the training session. 
 
Audience: Pre-registration required 
Presenter: Jerry Clark, Anti-Defamation League, jasonr68@yahoo.com  
 

 

 www.adl.org/   

http://www.echoesandreflections.org/pdfs/Map.pdf
http://www.echoesandreflections.org/pdfs/Curriculum_photo1.pdf
http://www.echoesandreflections.org/pdfs/Timeline.pdf
http://www.echoesandreflections.org/pdfs/Glossary.pdf
http://www.echoesandreflections.org/pdfs/Handout.pdf
mailto:jasonr68@yahoo.com
http://www.adl.org/
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Friday Conference Sessions – 8 AM Start 
 
 
Book Backdrops: Primary Source Sets Bring Social Studies and Literature to Life 
 8:00 – 8:50 AM in Philadelphia 
This interactive mini-workshop will utilize primary sources to connect children’s literature and social studies, 
particularly history.  Library of Congress sources will be featured and participants will gain resources and skills for 
developing a cross-curricular Book Backdrop applicable to their own classroom. 
Audience: K-12 Professionals 
Presenter: Sue Wise, Waynesburg University, suewise@wanyesburg.edu  
      Nancy Wrick, Waynesburg University, nwrick@waynesburg.edu  
 
Continuing Education for Young Teaching Professionals  

8:00 - 8:50 AM  in Scranton 
Provide young teaching professionals with the information that they need to make informed decisions regarding 
their professional development and their compliance with Pennsylvania’s continuing Education Requirements. 
Attendees will receive detailed information on the PA Department of Education’s continuing education 
requirements including those for Level II Certification, Highly Qualified Teaching Status, and the PA Inspired 
Leadership Standards. This program will enable young teachers to understand the changing continuing education 
requirements so that they can make informed decisions about their professional development.    
Audience: appropriate for all young professionals regardless of their grade level.  
Presenter: Jerry Falco, Asst. Dir. of Graduate Admissions, Lock Haven University, jfalco@lhup.edu 

 
The Power of Reflective Thinking and the Virtual Classroom in Linking Students with Historical Content  

8:00- 8:50 AM in Harrisburg 
Teachers must seek innovative teaching methods to engage students in autonomous learning.  A self-reflective 
model that affords a systematic means for students to visualize and practice both self-monitoring and self-
reflection of their own interpretations of historical content will be presented. Components of technology, 
specifically, a Learning Management System, such as Blackboard, Discussion Board and electronic portfolios to 
enhance classroom instruction will be illustrated to show how students can collaborate their ideas, discover and 
share resources, participate in problem-solving situations, and more importantly, create a learning situation that 
interests them.  Student collaboration in a virtual classroom in conjunction with students’ development of 
metacognitive strategies are two relevant means of heightening students’ awareness of how they can become 
prepared to face the challenges of the world.   
Audience:  Middle and Senior High Professionals 
Presenter:  Darla L. Gerlach, Ed.D., Shaler Area Middle School, gerlachd@sasd.k12.pa.us  
 
Social Studies and Literacy in National History Day Projects 
 8:00- 8:50 AM in Lancaster 
Come and see how to make connections between social studies and literacy using National History Day projects.  
See how you can fashion a student-centered classroom. 
Audience: Middle and Senior High School 
Presenter: Nicole Roper, West Philadelphia Catholic High School, wchsroper@yahoo.com 
 
Deepen Learning with Digital Literacy Skills 
 8:00 - 8:50 AM in Butler 
The tools of the web now enable social studies teachers to complete tasks that were impossible just a few short 
years ago. See how these tools change teaching and learning in significantly, meaningful ways.  Bring your own 
laptop and work with the group to collaboratively build your own handout.  
Audience: Teaching professionals at all levels 
Presenter: James Gates, Retired Educator, jgates513@gmail.com 

mailto:suewise@wanyesburg.edu
mailto:nwrick@waynesburg.edu
mailto:jfalco@lhup.edu
mailto:gerlachd@sasd.k12.pa.us
mailto:wchsroper@yahoo.com
mailto:jgates513@gmail.com
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Civil War 150 in Western Pennsylvania 
 8:00 – 8:50 AM in Latrobe 1 
Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum possesses a large collection of Civil War artifacts and primary 
sources. This session will make use of this collection to highlight the role of Western Pennsylvania during this era 
of history which is currently celebrating its 150

th
 anniversary. The themes of local history and using museums will 

also be explored. 
Audience: All attendees could benefit from this program 
Presenter: Tim Neff, Soldiers and Sailors Hall, tim@soldiersandsailorshall.org  
 

7 Billion and Counting:  Lessons for Our Planet’s Future 
 8:00- 8:50 AM in Latrobe 2 
The world population reaches a new milestone this year--seven billion people. Engage in innovative human 
geography activities for grades 6-12 to explore connections between human population growth, resource 
consumption, economic development and the changing face of our planet.  Receive a free CD-ROM of activities 
linked to the Pennsylvania Academic Standards. 
Audience: Middle and Senior High School 
Presenter:   Amy H. Camardese, Ph.D., Westminster College,  
 

Have you strolled past the vendors yet? 
 
 

As you stroll through the vendor area at the conference we hope 
that you will support our vendors as they help provide the 

foundational and supplemental materials that effective teachers 
like you to facilitate the best practices in social studies education.  

 
 

As the year progresses and your 2012-13 budget develops please 
look to our website listing of the great vendors support that the 

PCSS  
 

It is their support that strengthens your voice as PCSS influences 
Social Studies Education in Pennsylvania on the national level.  

 
 
 

Please remember to say THANK YOU 
 to the vendors for supporting  

your PCSS conference !

mailto:tim@soldiersandsailorshall.org
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Friday Conference Sessions – 9 AM Start 

 
Using High Quality Content Picture Books in the Social Studies Classroom 
 9:00 – 9:50 AM in Philadelphia 
If a picture is worth a thousand words, then a good picture book is practically priceless. This session will explore 
strategies for using high quality content-rich picture books to engage students in the study of social studies.  
Picture books bridge the gap between literacy and social studies as they support students in learning content 
while becoming strategic readers of both text and image.  Participants will engage in small group hands-on 
activities using specific books on the American Revolution and create a teacher’s guide for use in their social 
studies classrooms. 
Audience: A Primary / Elementary Middle School Session 
Presenter: Dr. Frances Corvasce Macko, American Inst. for History Education, macko@aihe.info  
 
Teaching Literacy Strategies in the Secondary Classroom: The Results are in! 
 9:00 – 9:50 AM in Scranton 
A current zeitgeist in education is teaching literacy in all content areas yet virtually no empirical research exists at 
the secondary level to verify this claim.  Are Social Studies and Literacy a Natural Fit?  Presenters review findings 
of their study in secondary classrooms with diverse learners to answer the question. 
Audience: Sr High Professional and Methods Professors 
Presenter: Jessica Henry, Columbia Jr/Sr High School/CBSD, jhenry@columbia.k12.pa.us  
Dr. Diane Harnek Hall, Towson Univ., Family Studies and Community Development, dhall@towson.edu  
Kimberly Shaw, Columbia Jr/Sr High School/CBSD, kshaw@columbia.k12.pa.us  
 
Teaching the Civil War with Technology        
 9:00 – 9:50 AM in Harrisburg 
The sesquicentennial years are upon us, isn’t it time for you to refresh the teaching of the War Between the 
States? This session for classroom teachers will use various Internet based resources in order to demonstrate 
how use technology to teach the Civil War.  The presentation will include practical classroom examples, using 
technology to promote historical inquiry, Web 2.0 applications and data from the presenter’s doctoral research. 
Audience: K-12 professionals 
Presenter: Dr. James R. Beeghley, Wilkes University, james.beeghley@wilkes.edu  

 
International Student Summits and Youth Forums:  
Creating Space in the Social Studies for Global Literacy and Cross-Cultural Communication 

9:00 – 9:50 AM  in Lancaster  
Pennsylvania is going global! The Allegheny Intermediate Unit / Allegheny CONNECT and World Affairs Council 
of Pittsburgh share the story of their International Student Summit events, which connect students to their peers 
internationally via video conference. Brainstorm how to improve students’ global literacy and cross-cultural 
communications skills using new and emerging technologies.  
Audience: Middle, Senior, College/University, Other 
Presenter: Amiena Mahsoob, World Affairs Council of Pittsburgh, amiena@worldpittsburgh.org  
Co-Presenter: Tim Devlin, Allegheny Intermediate Unit 3,  timothy.devlin@aiu3.net  
 

"A nation of well-informed men who have been 
taught to know and prize the rights 

which God has given them cannot be enslaved. 
It is in the region of ignorance that tyranny begins." 

Ben Franklin 
 

9 AM sessions continued on next page. 

mailto:macko@aihe.info
mailto:jhenry@columbia.k12.pa.us
mailto:dhall@towson.edu
mailto:kshaw@columbia.k12.pa.us
mailto:james.beeghley@wilkes.edu
mailto:amiena@worldpittsburgh.org
mailto:timothy.devlin@aiu3.net
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9:00 AM sessions continued 

 
Developing Literacy Skills using C-SPAN’s Resources  
 9:00 – 9:50 AM in Butler 
Discover how C-SPAN’s programs deliver the people, policies, and events that shape our world. C-SPAN 
Classroom provides middle and high school educators with free web-based primary source materials to enhance 
curriculums. Our interactive workshop will demonstrate how you can develop students’ literacy skills while 
increasing their knowledge of social studies.  
Audience: Middle and High School 
Presenters: Pam McGorry, C-SPAN, pmcgorry@c-span.org  

 
Marian Anderson in the Classroom: The Power and Magic of Multicultural Storytelling 
 9:00 – 9:50 AM in Latrobe 1 
A multicultural storytelling model for grades K-2 (adaptable for grades 3-5), incorporating the life and travels of 
famous African-American singer Marian Anderson, will be shared.  Developed in schools with large African-
American populations, the model utilizes multicultural children’s literature, map exploration, singing, dramatics, 
writing and art activities.  Format: lecture, storytelling, participation. 
Audience: Elementary Session 
Presenter: Sydelle Pearl, Author/Storyteller, pearldell@hotmail.com or  info@storypearls.com  
 
In-School Youth Courts: Legal Literacy In Action 
 9:00  – 9:50 AM in Latrobe 2 
In-School Youth Courts complement the existing court-related Juvenile Justice System utilized by many school 
districts on an as-needed basis. Participants will learn about existing in-school court programs and the 
Pennsylvania state-wide youth court initiative that supports a restorative justice approach to helping our youth. 
Audience: appropriate for all active K-12 personnel  
Presenters: David Trevaskis, esq. PA Bar Association, LEAP-kids, David@Leapkids.com  

       Kay Atman, Ph.D, University of Pittsburgh, kayatman@verizon.net.  

 

 

PCSS thanks              

for providing the bags for this conference 

watch for The  

C-SPAN is premiering a new history series, 14 live weekly programs that help put 

America's present electoral politics in historical perspective. Starting Sept. 9 and 

coinciding with the traditional post-Labor Day campaign kickoff, "The Contenders" 
will reach across time, political parties, and geography to present some key figures 

who have run for president and lost, but changed political history nevertheless. 

mailto:pmcgorry@c-span.org
mailto:pearldell@hotmail.com
mailto:info@storypearls.com
mailto:David@Leapkids.com
mailto:kayatman@verizon.net
http://www.c-span.org/
http://thecontenders.c-span.org/default.aspx
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Friday Conference Sessions – 10:00 AM Start 
 
Connecting Social Studies & Language Arts: Reading and Writing Biographies 
 10:00 :-- to 10:50 in Philadelphia  
Instructional time that has been reduced in the elementary classroom can be salvaged by using social studies 
based curricula in the Language Arts classes. 
This session will explore ways in which recently published picture book biographies can be used to engage young 
students in social studies content via the Language Arts. Teachers can, with good planning and thought, integrate 
social studies concepts and skills into Language Arts classes. 
This presentation will show how an interdisciplinary approach using Language Arts and the social studies can 
enrich the curriculum. 
Audience: Elementary 
Presenter: Martha Drobnak, Faculty, West Chester Univ. of Pennsylvania, madrobnak@gmail.com 
 
Using Dual Language Children’s Books to Stimulate Social Studies Learning 
 10:00 – 10:50 in Scranton 
Dual language resources can be used in the classroom to engage children in learning about language diversity, 
world languages, world cultures and geography. Presenters will share their experiences in teaching social studies 
content to elementary aged children, through the use of bilingual children’s literature. Presenters will share 
potential classroom applications. 
Audience: Elementary Focused Session 
Presenters: Heather Leaman, West Chester University of Pennsylvania, hleaman@wcupa.edu  

Lacey Christman, Student, Elementary Education, WCUPA, lc669281@wcupa.edu    
Alicia Penny, Student, Elementary Education, WCUPA, ap672316@wcupa.edu  
Seiko Yamazaki, West Chester Univ., Graduate Student, sy663065@wcupa.edu  

 
Tradigital History – Bringing History Alive 
 10:00 – 10:50 in Harrisburg 
Many teachers would indicate that there is insufficient time and they lack available resources to fully and properly 
cover the topic so they instead focus on famous people, famous dates in history and other major events. In 
addition to traditional resources such as textbooks and secondary sources, the Internet opens the doors to vast 
libraries of information and resources for teaching about history. This is important because while reviewing these 
resources, students might brainstorm, using prior knowledge, and engage in problem-solving strategies similar to 
the work of historians thus adding important dimensions to their learning (NCSS, 1994). 
This session will show attendees how to engage students in "doing history" while getting them to act like 
historians. The presentation will include practical classroom examples, using technology to promote historical 
inquiry, Web 2.0 applications and data from the presenter’s doctoral research. 
Audience: K-12 professionals 
Presenter: Dr. James R. Beeghley, Wilkes University, james.beeghley@wilkes.edu  
 
Analyze This! Library of Congress’ Digital Collection Demystifies Environmental Economics 
 10:00 - 10:50AM in Lancaster 
Analyze Library of Congress primary sources in this hands-on session for deeper student engagement in the 
debate over environmental decisions under conditions of scarcity. Leave with classroom ready materials! 

Audience:  appropriate for all teaching professional 
Presenter: Jill Beccaris-Pescator , Montgomery County Community College,   jbeccari@mc3.edu   
 

Have you strolled past the vendors yet? 
If not, don’t forget to say thank you 

 for supporting your PCSS conference. 

 

10:00  – 10:50 AM Continued on next page  

mailto:madrobnak@gmail.com
mailto:hleaman@wcupa.edu
mailto:lc669281@wcupa.edu
mailto:ap672316@wcupa.edu
mailto:sy663065@wcupa.edu
mailto:james.beeghley@wilkes.edu
mailto:jbeccari@mc3.edu
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10:00  – 10:50 AM Sessions Continued 
Civil Action Project - CAP 
 10:00 - 10:50AM in Butler 
Research in civic education points to the importance of making civics relevant to students through the use of 
interactive methods, discussion, and real-world examples.  This session will provide participants with access to a 
new program first piloted in the Philadelphia area in 2008 that utilizes research-based practices in effective civic 
education to engage students in learning government content, increasing civic skills, and promoting positive civic 
dispositions.  
Join this session to explore Civic Action Project (CAP). CAP provides a “practicum” in effective, engaged 
citizenship for the government course and supports the Civic Mission of Schools promising approaches. Through 
hands-on activities participants will leave this session with the knowledge and resources they need to start CAP 
with students.    
Audience:  appropriate for Senior High Professionals 
Presenter: Dr. Steven Klein, Constitutional Rights Foundation, drsteve2@comcast.net   
 
walk, DASH then run: using mobile tech in the classroom, putting the “we” in the “I” --phone, pad and more 
 10:00 – 10:50 AM in Latrobe 1  
Do you have a computer in your pocket? Yes, and more! Explore the functionality, empowerment and educational 
possibilities of technology in the classroom. Using iPhones or smart phones, iPads or tablets, reclaim the 
technology your students possess to promote higher order thinking, create personal connections and promote life-
long learning. 
Audience: appropriate for all professionals 
Presenter: Chris Etchechury, Pearson School, chris.etchechury@pearson.com  
 
Incorporating  Howard Gardner’s  Theory of Multiple Intelligences into Social Studies Instruction Planning  
 10:00 – 10:50 in Latrobe 2 
Howard Gardner has identified various types of intelligences that should be addressed when planning instruction.  
This session will address the types of intelligences Gardner has formulated and will focus on how each can be 
used in creating a more successful social studies learning environment.  Lessons that include the various 
intelligences for ensuring success in the classroom will be demonstrated.  Participants will assess their own 
learning styles and determine which of Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences best describes them and fits their own 
learning needs. This presentation will examine how social studies instruction can be enriched by using Gardner’s 
Theory of Multiple Intelligences in organizing lessons. 
Audience:   All Educators and Pre-service Teachers 
Presenter:  Joseph C. Labant, Ph.D.   Millersville University of Pennsylvania, joseph.labant@millersville.edu 
 

 
“If we social studies teachers are not teaching for critical literacy, 

then we must ask if we are preparing the future citizens we need to 

make the daily decisions necessary to participate in a democracy.  

Being critically literate should be an integral part of good 

citizenship and a strong democracy. “ 

           
Engle, Shirley H. and Ochoa, Anna (1988). 

Education for Democratic Citizenship:  Decision Making in the Social Studies. 
 

 

 

mailto:drsteve2@comcast.net
mailto:chris.etchechury@pearson.com
mailto:joseph.labant@millersville.edu
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Come join PCSS in our Hospitality Room  
to raise a glass as we toast our vendors 

 
 

Pennsylvania  Holocaust Education Council 
American Institute for History Education 
National 4-H Youth Conference Center 

LoC Teaching with Primary Sources 
Constitutional Rights Foundation 

YMCA – Youth in Government 
Rand McNalley/Penns Valley  
National Constitution Center  
Lock Haven University of PA 
Bedford, Freeman & Worth 
Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt 
PA Holocaust Ed. Council 
PA Archeological Council 
School Education Group 
Freedoms Foundation 
Nystrom/Herff Jones  
Junior Achievement  
EF Global Education  
Ashland University 
Annenberg Media 
Sedelle Pearlman 
EMC Publishing 
Holt McDougal 

McGraw Hill 
DBQ Project 

Pearson  
AMSCO 

PCSS thanks you for supporting 
the Vendors represented at the conference! 
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Special VENDOR TIME 10:50AM – 11:15PM 

During this time enter into a discourse with a vendor and they will provide you with an 
opportunity to win one of several prizes to be given away during the PCSS Luncheon.  

11:15 AM to 12:05 PM 

Annual PCSS Colleagues, Friends, and Vendor Luncheon 

11:15AM  ï 12:05PM in Pittsburgh / Philadelphia 

SPONSORED IN PART BY 

Western PA Council for the Social Studies 

Luncheon Speakers 

Mark Previte, PCSS President, University of Pittsburgh @ Johnstown  

Susan Griffin, Executive Dir., National Council for the Social Studies 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER  

Ron Bloom, the president's former "car czar" 

who helped orchestrate the multibillion-dollar 

US auto manufacturer bail out 
As seen in the 2010 edition of 

Time Magazine’s 

 100 Most Influential People in the World 

 

Drawing for Prizes at 12:00PM 
must be present to winé. 

Barnes and Noble NOOK 

Gift Baskets and more. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ron_Bloom_David_Shankbone_2010.jpg
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Friday Conference Sessions – 12:10 PM Start 

Session 2 - Echoes and Reflections: A Holocaust Workshop  
12:10 to 3:00 PM in Pittsburgh – participation is limited to pre-registration 

The workshop will involve awareness level training of ten multi-part lessons with a companion DVD of over two-
and-a-half hours of visual history testimony from survivors and other witnesses of the Holocaust. Each of the 
interdisciplinary lessons is supported with numerous primary source documents, including poems, literature 
excerpts, maps, photographs, timelines, a glossary, and student handouts. 
Each participant will receive a complimentary copy of the complete curriculum to take with them from the training 
session. 
Presenter: Jerry Clark, Anti-Defamation League, PA Holocaust Education Council, jasonr68@yahoo.com 

 
Engage Students Through Lessons of Personal Bravery and Self-Sacrifice 
 12:10 – 1:00 PM in Scranton 
The Medal of Honor is the highest American military award given to a soldier who has shown extreme 
courage and intrepidity during combat. The interdisciplinary teacher resource introduced in this session, 
Medal of Honor: Lessons of Personal Bravery and Self-Sacrifice (authorized by the Congressional 
Medal of Honor Foundation), uses the written and videotaped living histories of Medal of Honor 
recipients to convey to students, not only the military circumstances involved, but the values of 
courage, integrity, sacrifice and commitment, citizenship, and patriotism.  The lessons are intended for 
use across grade levels with a wide variety of teaching methods and formats to make the content 
accessible for students in any school environment, urban, rural, or suburban. 
Audience: appropriate for all professionals 
Presenter: Heather Kensill, Erie City School District, hkensill@eriesd.org 
 
BRACKETING: INSTILLING A SENSE OF CHRONOLOGY IN YOUR STUDENTS! 
 12:10 -1:00 PM in Harrisburg 
History teaching which races through the text, merely "mentioning" people, events and places, can not contribute 
either to long term retention of subject matter or to the ability to use what is retained for higher level analysis and 
understanding. We must search for pedagogical ideas which would enable us to achieve the Bradley 
Commission's goal of moving beyond "short-lived memorization of facts without context" in order to "cultivate the 
perspective arising from a chronological view of the past down to the present day."  
Bracketing is an old artillery technique of closing in on a target.  For historical instruction, this strategy teaches 26 
landmark historical events and eras in a skeletal narrative of our 5,000 years of recorded history and helps the 
student develop a sense of chronology. 
Audience: K-16 professionals 
Presenter: Bill Ross III, The American Institute for History Education, bross@aihe.info  

 
Living for the Future:  Professionalizing Pre-Service Students   
 12:10 - 1:00 in Lancaster           
If state social studies councils are to continue to grow and prosper, the professionalization of pre-service teachers 
must be a paramount goal.  The presenters will identify and discuss various strategies, including the formation of 
PCSS campus affiliates, which could lead to a renewed advocacy of social studies instruction and curriculum.  
Audience: Methods Professors and College Students 
Presenters: Jacob St. Clair, University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, jws61@pitt.edu  

         

Holocaust Lessons for the Social Studies Classroom 
 12:10 – 1:00 PM in Butler 
The Pennsylvania Holocaust Education Council is a statewide organization that provides support for 
secondary teachers in teaching the difficult lessons of the Holocaust and other world genocides.  This 
lesson, led will share classroom-tested, effective strategies for teaching students about this difficult 
period in history. 
Audience: appropriate for middle and high school professionals 

Presenter: Jason Russo, Rochester Area School District, jasonr68@yahoo.com  

mailto:jasonr68@yahoo.com
mailto:hkensill@eriesd.org
mailto:bross@aihe.info
mailto:jws61@pitt.edu
mailto:jasonr68@yahoo.com
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12:10 PM sessions continued 
 

Interdisciplinary Models for Promoting Literacy in the Middle/ Secondary Social Studies 
Classroom 
 12:10 - 1 PM  in  Latrobe 2 
Our interactive presentation will provide an overview and discussion of Social Studies/ English interdisciplinary 
strategies we model and teach in our team taught Middle/ Secondary SS Methods Course at Wilkes University.  
This session will prepare teacher candidates to enhance the literacy skills of students in their classes. Through 
modeling and discussion with the session participants, we will provide an interactive overview of the 
teaching/learning strategies that promote literacy. Each session participant will receive a syllabus of our course 
reflecting the strategies we have used successfully with our teacher candidates and appropriate handouts 
illustrating our students’ responses to the literacy enhancing strategies designed to aid them in their own learning 
and in preparing their students. As a bonus, we have found that these strategies are excellent ways for our 
teacher candidates to help prepare school children in public schools to feel confident about taking the PSSA and 
other high stakes achievement tests. 

Audience: Middle School and Above 
Presenter: Robert S. Gardner, Ed.D., Wilkes University, robert.gardner@wilkes.edu     
Co-Presenter: Judith A. Gardner, Ph.D., Wilkes University, judith.gardner@wilkes.edu   
 

 
"A nation's success or failure in 

achieving democracy is judged in part by 
how well it responds to those at the 

bottom and the margins of the social 
order... The very problems that 

democratic change brings -- social 
tension, heightened expectations, 

political unrest -- are also strengths. 
Discord is a sign of progress afoot; 

unease is an indication that a society has 
let go of what it knows and is working out 

something better and new."      
Justice Sandra Day O'Connor 

mailto:robert.gardner@wilkes.edu
mailto:judith.gardner@wilkes.edu
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mahg.ashland.edu   

 

Teach and Inspire your Students! 

Enter the Pennsylvania Bar Association's poster, essay and audio/video contests! You 
have plenty of time - the contest runs until December 30, 2011. This year's "I Have a 
Dream..." theme is based on Dr. King's famous March on Washington speech. The PBA 
has developed lesson ideas to support the theme and make learning engaging and 
inspiring for students of all grade levels. 

 Learn more by going to the PA Bar Association  

http://www.pabar.org/public/education/11lessonplanguide.asp  

http://mahg.ashland.edu/
http://www.pabar.org/public/education/11lessonplanguide.asp


21 
 

PCSS 58TH Annual Conference ● October 13-15, 2011 

 

Friday Conference Sessions – 1:10 PM Start 
21st Century Class: Using Wikispace and Edmodo as a tool in and out of the classroom 
 1:10 – 2:00 PM in Scranton 
Having taught at many grade levels and several different content courses I have always tried to find ways to 
better organize my classroom. The use of Wikispace or Edmodo not only helps to keep classes geared towards 
the technology of today but proves to be a successful way to communicate with students in and out of school. An 
added bonus is using these sites can be eco-friendly initiative as well. 
Audience: All attendees could benefit from this program 
Presenters: Kim Kochanski, Pocono Mountain School District, kkochanski11@gmail.com 
 
“The Caucasus and their Relationship with Russia” 
 1:10 -2:00 PM in Harrisburg 
The countries and regions of the Caucasus all have strong national identities, but have long lived in the shadow of 
their larger neighbors: Russia, Iran, and Turkey.  This PowerPoint presentation will answer some of these 
questions.   How has the region’s ethnic complexity contributed to the unrest in this part of the world?  How does 
this proximity to their larger neighbors influence the Caucasus of today?  How do the region’s energy resources 
play into its relations with the outside world? 
Audience: Sr high and Higher Education professionals. 
Presenter:  Sharon Franklin-Rahkonen, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, franklin@iup.edu  
 
The Triple Entente: Literacy, Geography and Reading Comprehension Strategies in the Classroom   
 1:10 – 2:00 PM in Lancaster 
Research based instructional strategies in teaching reading, reading comprehension and geography in the social 
studies classroom will be the focus of this session. Literacy and reading comprehension are spatial abilities. 
Spatial abilities provide the basis for reading comprehension in the reader’s ability to visualize or imagine the 
stimulus provided by the text or visuals. Strategies will be presented and demonstrated, along with student 
materials, which focus directly on building spatial abilities and solving reading comprehension problems in the 
social studies classroom K-12            
Audience: K-12 Professionals will benefit from this session. 
Presenter: Bob Shamy, American Institute for History Education, rshamy@verizon.net             
 
Get published: Writing for the Pennsylvania Social Studies Journal 
 1:10 – 2:00 PM in Butler 
Publish your work in the Social Studies Journal, the online journal of the Pennsylvania Council for the Social 
Studies. In this session, information about submission guidelines, publishing dates, and tips for great articles will 
be provided. Presenters from this year’s conference are encouraged to turn their presentations into submissions! 
Audience: appropriate for all professionals  
Presenter: Jodi Bornstein, Arcadia University, bornstej@arcadia.edu  
 
Democratizing the DBQ: World and US Mini-Qs in Grades 4-12.  
 1:10 – 2:00 PM in Latrobe 2 
The DBQ Project will examine ways to teach Document-Based Questions (DBQ) in a way that is  
accessible to all skill levels. Our new World History Mini-Qs, along with our US program, will be  
highlighted. Teachers and Supervisors will be exposed to the various stages that must be attended to if  
they are serious about reaching all students and grade levels. Particular attention will be placed on: the  
hook, the importance of pre-teaching vocabulary and background knowledge, individual document  
analysis, and argumentative writing. Discussion will also focus on ways that districts can use the DBQ as  
a tool to vertically align their historical thinking and writing expectations.  
Audience: Appropriate for grades 4-12. 

Presenter: Chip Brady, The DBQ Project, chip@dbqproject.com  

Mollie Hackett, The DBQ Project, mollie@dbqproject.com   

  

mailto:kkochanski11@gmail.com
mailto:franklin@iup.edu
mailto:rshamy@verizon.net
mailto:bornstej@arcadia.edu
mailto:CHIP@DBQPROJECT.COM
mailto:MOLLiE@DBQPROJECT.COM
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Friday Conference Sessions – 2:10 PM Start 
Using Oral History Projects to Create Historical Narratives 
 2:10 to 3:00 PM in Scranton 
Oral histories are considered an effective instructional strategy for teaching history.  It is a very versatile strategy 
that can be incorporated into various learning environments.  With the emphasis on integrating social studies into 
other subject areas, the oral history project can play a very important role in keeping history alive in the integrative 
process.  Oral histories can be used as an informational tool or a data source in developing writing skills. The 
findings from an oral history project can be used in developing historical narratives that stimulate an interest in 
and a more thorough understanding of the past.  In this session the steps for developing an historical narrative 
and transferring the information into a historical narrative will be addressed. 
Audience: appropriate for all professionals 
Presenter: Joseph C. Labant, Ph.D. , Millersville University of Pennsylvania, joseph.labant@millersville.edu 
 
Toothpick City II: Temples and Towers 
 2:10 to 3:00 PM in Butler  
This presentation will explore interdisciplinary unit ideas based on the exhibit “Toothpick City II: Temples and 
Towers.”  Inquiry based, active engagement lesson ideas will be shared and discussed. Attendees will be 
encouraged to participate. Toothpick City II: Temples and Towers was engineered by Stan Munro.  His creation is 
a “city” of famous world Temples and Towers from around the globe, set to perfect scale and built only with 
toothpicks and Elmer’s glue.  The result is a breathtaking display of architecture. 
Audience: Elementary and Middle School Professionals 
Presenter: Jessica B. Schocker, Ph.D., Pennsylvania State University jbs213@psu.edu 

 
Standards Aligned System and Social Studies  
SPECIAL SESSION on SAS from the PDE Social Studies Department   
 2:10 to 3:00 PM in Harrisburg 
How does the Pennsylvania Academic Standards for Civics & Government, Economics, Geography and History 
translate into content for the classroom?  This session will demonstrate how educators can use the SAS website 
as a tool to implement Academic Standards, Assessment and Instruction with valuable materials and resources. 
This session will be conducted by Sally M. Flaherty, Social Studies Advisor from PDE. 
Audience: School Professionals 
Presenter: Sally M. Flaherty, Social Studies Advisor from PDE, saflaherty@pa.gov  
 
We the School. Constitution High School 
 2:10 to 3 PM in Lancaster 
Constitution High School and the National Constitution Center have spent the last four years building this model 
of school governance, refining it, and creating a manual that would enable other schools to create their own 
democratic school governments. By presenting this powerful example of a real school’s work, this workshop will 
challenge participants to rethink how concepts of citizenship and democracy are taught at their schools and ways 
participants could bring this model to their institutions. Participants will receive training on how to infuse the study 
of democracy into a school program and a free copy of We the Students: Constitution Highôs Blueprint for a 
Democratic School Government, a how-to manual on creating a similar governance model in their schools. 
Audience: Middle, Senior, and College/University Professionals 
Presenter: Mark Brasof, National Constitution Center, mibst23@gmail.com 
       Kerry Saunter, Constitution High School,  ksautner@constitutioncenter.org 
 
 

 Law Related Education for Teachers 
http://www.pabar.org/public/lre/LREEducators.asp 

  

More information on the PA Bar Associations 
LRE program contact Susan Etter at: 
Susan.Etter@pabar.org  

mailto:joseph.labant@millersville.edu
mailto:jbs213@psu.edu
mailto:saflaherty@pa.gov
mailto:mibst23@gmail.com
mailto:ksautner@constitutioncenter.org
http://www.pabar.org/public/lre/LREEducators.asp
mailto:Susan.Etter@pabar.org
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2:10 to 3:00 Sessions continued 
 
PCSS: supporting the needs of membership in difficult times 
 2:10 – 3:00 PM in Latrobe 2 
This session will focus on critical problems facing social studies educators in the Commonwealth.  Participants will 
be encouraged to share personal observations which illustrate each problem or concern.  Recognizing that we do 
not have resources or solutions to resolve each situation, we will attempt to refine the role of PCSS as a support 
organization for its membership.  We can share concerns and construct an organizational vision for the future. 
This will be a group discussion seeking input on the following:  
 (1) the continued erosion of elementary social studies instruction; (2) the content gap, critical as we impact 
existing foundational instruction; (3) problems and needs associated with the emerging state assessment change, 
(4) funding for needed instructional materials and resource; (5) accessing professional development opportunities 
when districts have lean funding. 
Audience: appropriate for all members 
Presenters: 

Dr. Mark Previte, Pitt-Johnstown, previte@pitt.edu     Ira Hiberman, PCSS, irahiberman@hotmail.com  
Leo West, wlrw@yahoo.com     
 
 
     
 

 
  

mailto:previte@pitt.edu
mailto:irahiberman@hotmail.com
mailto:wlrw@yahoo.com
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PCSS and American Institute for History Education present: 

“Political Campaigns, Elections and Technology” 
SAMPLE AGENDA 
9:30 – 10:00 Registration and Welcome— PCSS  
10:00 – 12:00 Session One:  AIHE  
12:00-1:00  Working Lunch    

Gaining Employment: finding your place in a competitive professional world 

1:00—3:00  Session Two:  AIHE  
3:00 – 3:15  Debrief and Final Comments - PCSS 

                                                                                                             

The Pennsylvania Council for the Social Studies, in conjunction with the American 
Institute for History Education, will be sponsoring a series of seminars on the topic: 

 “Political Campaigns, Elections and Technology”  

January 30, 2012 at Marywood University, Scranton, PA;    

February 29, 2012, Elizabethtown University, Elizabethtown, PA,   

March 26, 2012 at the Indiana University of PA, Indiana PA.   

We are inviting current secondary student teachers, their cooperating teachers, methods professors 
and pre service students to attend this event.  Lunch will be provided.  
Please send your RSVP including the names, affiliation, and email addresses of those individuals who 
will be able to attend to Dr. Mark Previte, PCSS Immediate Past President at previte@pitt.edu.     

 
Please RSVP and include any special needs that you may have for the day.   
We sincerely hope you can be of assistance in this worthy program designed to bring together 
methods professors, cooperating teachers, student teachers and pre-service teachers. 

 

Sincerely,  

Dr. Mark Previte, PCSS Immediate Past President Don Imler, PCSS Executive Secretary  
map44@verizon.net     don_imler@tigerwires.com  

mailto:previte@pitt.edu
mailto:map44@verizon.net
mailto:don_imler@tigerwires.com
http://americaninstituteforhistory.org/
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PCSS Friend of Social Studies Award   

Tim Neff Tim Neff has been working as the Director of Education at 

Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum Trust, Inc. in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania for more than nine years. After growing up in West Chester, 

Pennsylvania, he attended the University of Pittsburgh and earned a bachelorôs 

degree in history and political science and a teaching certificate in secondary 

Social Studies education. After a year of service in AmeriCorps, Mr. Neff was 

hired at Soldiers & Sailors and charged with establishing an Education 

Department for the newly privatized museum. During his time at Soldiers & 

Sailors, Mr. Neff has designed and implemented programs for students of all 

ages, including school tour programs, an outreach footlocker program, Boy and 

Girl Scout programs and summer history camps. Mr. Neff facilitated a series of 

Act 48 Educator Conferences on the American Conflicts which were attended 

by hundreds of teachers from around the state. Since 2004, Mr. Neff has also worked in the Curatorial 

Department at the museum, by helping with the design and construction of new exhibits and managing 

the museumôs collection. He has worked on curriculum development for the film ñGeorge Washingtonôs 

First Warò directed by Robert Matzen and for the book ñFields of Freedomò written by Ron Gancas. Mr. 

Neff is also an active member of the Lawrenceville Historical Society in Pittsburgh, PA, a member of 

the Tickets for Kids Advisory Board and serves on the Board of Trustees of the Urban League of 

Pittsburgh Charter School. 

Outstanding Social Studies Project Award Co-Recipient 

Marc Brasof, on behalf of Constitution High School, has won the Pennsylvania Council for the Social Studies 

(PCSS) 2011 Outstanding Social Studies Project Award for their school government model ñWe the School.ò Marc 
is currently a full-time doctorate student and teaches at Temple University in Philadelphia, PA.  Prior to entering into 
Templeôs Education Leadership and Policy Studies, Marc was a founding history teacher at Constitution High 
School where he and the staff developed and implemented ñWe the Schoolò.  Marc led the movement and became 
the school government advisor until his recent departure.  During his tenure at Constitution High School, Marc was 
also named Pennsylvania History Teacher of the Year in 2010 by National History Day and the Gilder-Lehrman 
Institute of American History.   
 ñWe the Schoolò was created in order to prepare students to become civic leaders by experiencing the 
successes and challenges of governing at a school level.  Modeled after the federal government, a faculty-student 
written constitution created a three-branch system in which students and faculty have real decision-making powers. 
The enumerated processes for addressing challenges at Constitution High School has facilitated the development 
of a school culture in which faculty members and students govern together. Through law making, petitioning, town 
hall meetings, school-wide voting, polls, classroom discussions, elections, and committees, students and faculty 
have found common ground on issues such as tardiness, grace periods in between classes, public recognition of 
student achievement, the creation of more social and academic activities during and after school, issue-centered 
elections, and student and faculty recruitment. 
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 Outstanding Social Studies Project Award Co-Recipient 

Jim Wojcicehowski (2010-2011 PCSS Social Studies Teacher of the Year) has won the 

Pennsylvania Council for the Social Studies 2011 Outstanding Social Studies Project Award for his History Club 
Project ñOur Journeyò.  Jim is a teacher at the Corry Area School District, Corry, PA, located in Erie County.  In 
addition to teaching American History and Government, Jim is Social Studies Department Chairman for the Corry 
School District, and advisor to History Club.  The History Club, started in 2006, has grown to a membership of 90 
students. A major past project was the Constitution Wall, recipient of the Erie County Historical Society Education 
Award, and the Freedoms Foundation of Valley Forge national champions project award.  Constitution Wall was 
dedicated in 2009 by the First Lady of Pennsylvania, Judge Marjorie Rendell. 

ñOur Journeyò is a compilation of family photos, in black & white, located in the hallway entrance of our 
districtôs Administration Building.  These photos are permanently displayed in individual glass picture frames and 
attached to the wall.  Each History Club member was to bring in 2 or 3 individual family memberôs photo or family 
group photo.   

This project ensures that family roots and heritage are not forgotten, that we honor those individuals we 
have placed on the wall as a permanent memorial.  This project not only bonds our family, but ties our community 
together, as we look at the immigration avenue we have all taken.   

  

Outstanding Social Studies Program Award Co-Recipient 

The Tales of the Towpath social studies curriculum introduces elementary school students to 

mid-19th century life along the Lehigh and Delaware canals in eastern Pennsylvania and helps them understand the 
canalsô and the regionôs importance in the growth of the American Industrial Revolution. The curriculum is a unique 
way to introduce Pennsylvania history on a local scale.  

Tales of the Towpath was developed by a volunteer team of teachers, curriculum coordinators, and 
historians living in the five counties of the Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor: Bucks, Northampton, 
Lehigh, Carbon and Luzerne. The project is managed by Dennis Scholl, Outreach Coordinator for the D&L, who 
also wrote the childrenôs storybook that serves as the curriculumôs foundation.  

Tales of the Towpath was developed between 2006-2007 and piloted during the 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 
school years. This year, Tales of the Towpath will be taught in 64 public, private, charter and parochial elementary 
schools in the D&L Corridor. Eleven public school districts have adopted Tales of the Towpath as a permanent part 
of their elementary school social studies curricula 

The unique aspect of Tales of the Towpath is the development of a standardized, interdisciplinary 
curriculum based on an engaging work of childrenôs historical fiction.  The book spawns a curriculum that includes 
period traveling trunks filled with historically accurate artifacts; interdisciplinary lessons written to Pennsylvania 
academic standards; an audiobook version of ñTales of the Towpathò for low-level and visually impaired students; 
and a highly interactive website that introduces students to more than 35 towns along the Lehigh and Delaware 
canals through text, narrations, interactive maps, and historic photos and videos. The website also includes 
animated geology lessons that explain the formation of coal, iron, limestone, and slate, four natural resources that 
were at the heart of the American Industrial Revolution. An interactive website blog allows students to receive 
answers to personal questions about local history or aspects of the storybook. 
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Outstanding Social Studies Program Award Co-Recipient 

The Monroe County Historical Associationôs Education Committee,  
Joan Groff, Connie McCool, Linda Rodgers, Barbara Braithwaite, and Kathy Boyle, design programs and activities 
that link local history to the development of the United States as a nation.  The focus is on using primary sources to 
create experiences for both teacher and students, use the tools of the historian, interpret the past, draw conclusions 
based on evidence, and make comparisons with the present.  All student tours, teacher workshops, and in-service 
presentations are based on state and national academic standards. A traveling trunk, Colonial Stroudsburg, Link to 
Our Past incorporates interdisciplinary lessons for the elementary grades.  In order to borrow the trunk, teachers 
attend a hands-on workshop receiving Act 48 credit. A related Fraktur workshop introduced teachers to the folk art 
form practiced by Pennsylvania Germans from the mid-eighteenth to the mid-nineteenth centuries in our area of 
Pennsylvania.  

In conjunction with Newspapers in Education (NIE), the Education Committee presented the a  ñOne-Stroke 
Lincolnò workshop for teachers that, in addition to the art segment, incorporated lessons based on childrenôs 
literature with a Lincoln theme. Lincoln art from all four county school districts was displayed in the Capitol in 
Harrisburg. 

When MCHA decided to select a mascot to appeal to our younger population, we went to children to make 
the final decision.  Grades 1-3 were invited to conduct an election in their classrooms.  Each teacher was supplied 
with a multidisciplinary lesson. Elections were conducted in classrooms and candidate Monroe Mouse was the 
winner.  In-service workshops that include social studies concepts that can be used across curriculum and grade 
levels are presented for county school districts. East Stroudsburg University elementary education majors, who are 
in the Apprentice II Professional Development Semester, visit the Stroud Mansion for a tour and workshop that 
focuses on primary sources in the elementary grades.   

All student tours are given by costumed guides who design their presentations to meet the guidelines 
determined by the groupsô teachers and leaders.  Tours include a hands-on activity related to each tourôs content.  
ñOlde Time Fun in the Parkò allows children and parents to enjoy games and activities from the past.  This year 
during Stroud Community Days, MCHA volunteers will incorporate Civil War themed activities for the 150th 
Anniversary of the war. 

The Education Committeeôs ongoing mission is to continue to strive to create lessons, programs, and 
activities that optimize the resources of the Monroe County Historical Association for the benefit of our schools and 
communities. 

  

Outstanding Student Teacher of the Year  

Mrs. Jessica Sims is awarded the 2011 Pennsylvania Council for the Social Studies (PCSS) Student 

Teacher of the Year Award. Jessica was nominated for this award by her cooperating teacher, Mrs. Tracy Bowser 
of Chestnut Ridge Senior High School in New Paris, Pennsylvania. Jessica attended the University of Pittsburgh at 
Johnstown, graduating with a Bachelors of Art in Secondary Social Studies Education and a Bachelors of Art in 
History. During student teaching Jessica taught 10th grade World Cultures, focusing on Asia, and a mixed grade 
Child Psychology course. Jessica led her students in a project of making origami cranes to raise money for Japan 
to aid recovery of the earthquake that struck in March of 2011. At the projectôs end Jessicaôs students had raised 
over $4,000.  Jessica accomplished all of this while remaining very active as the Vice-President in the PCSS-UPJ 
Student Affiliate. 
Jessica is the mother of two adventurous, history loving little boys, Isaac and Carter and is supported by a 
wonderful husband, Kendryl.  
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Outstanding Elementary Level Teacher of the Year  

Karen Dermes and Ésme Santiago are the recipients of the 2011 Pennsylvania Council for the 

Social Studies Elementary Teacher of the Year award.  Both were nominated by Education and Special Projects 
Coordinator Susan E. Etter of the Pennsylvania Bar Association for their willingness to pilot a Civic Education 
Program entitled ñProject Citizenò at the Gateway School of International Business and World Language in the 
Reading School District. 
           In piloting this program they had to teach students what it meant to be a citizen first, and then motivate them 
to want to utilize their privileges as citizens to bring about change to a problem they found either in their school 
personally or in the community.  The purpose of this project is to encourage students to have a voice in decisions 
that are made throughout their school and community.  The class chose to focus on adapting the current dress 
code policy within the school district.  In implementing this project, students were required to conduct surveys and 
interviews with peers, school board members, and administration.  They developed graphs to portray data using 
Microsoft Excel, wrote persuasive letters addressing their opinions and ideas, conducted research to find out the 
purpose of dress codes within schools, and finally, shared their information with the entire school during an 
assembly.  Parents, school board members, and other school personnel also joined the assembly to show their 
support to the students.  Throughout this project, students were deeply involved in hands-on, engaging activities as 
they cooperated with their classmates to reach a final goal.  Students were able to gain a better understanding of 
the importance of teamwork, the ability to have a voice in important decisions, and the effort it takes to make 
changes that affect a large population.  Karen is currently in her fourth year of teaching at Reading School District, 
while Ésme is in her third year.  Both are thrilled to receive such a prestigious award. 
  

Outstanding Secondary Level Teacher of the Year 

John Sowizral has been named the 2011 Pennsylvania Council for the Social Studies (PCSS) Outstanding 

Secondary Level Teacher of the Year. John is a 7th grade World History teacher on Team Grizzly at Cedar Crest 
Middle School in Lebanon, PA. and has been employed at Cedar Crest since 2004. Prior to that, he worked in 
management for twenty-six years at CVS/Pharmacy. In addition to teaching honors and academic courses, John 
has been the National History Day school facilitator for the past 7 years and is currently a member of the schoolôs 
Life Intervention for Teens (LIFT) program. He is also involved with the schoolôs drama club, geography bee, works 
as a game manager, and is in charge of planning the many varied activities of  Team Grizzly.  

John is a member of PCSS and he also belongs to the National Council for Social Studies (NCSS). He 
holds an Associate of Arts degree in Computer Science from Jamestown Community College, Jamestown, NY, a 
Bachelor of Science in Accounting from Gannon University, Erie, PA and received his Social Studies teaching 
certification from Millersville University, Millersville, PA. John was also a faculty mentor on the staff of the 
prestigious Pennsylvania Governorôs School for Teaching Excellence (PGST) at Millersville University for five years. 
John was nominated for this award by Mr. Jon Michael Petricoin, Social Studies Department Head at Cedar Crest 
Middle School.  

Mr. Petricoin spoke enthusiastically of Mr. Sowizral by saying that ñhe shares his heart and his humor 
freely; his spirit is infectious and inspires the best efforts that the students can muster. It would not be inappropriate 
to imagine having the immortal Fred Rogers as a classroom teacher. To be in his presence is to be the center of 
attention and care. As an 8th grade teacher, John is a hard act to follow and memories of his class continue to 
surface in my own. He is a life changer, whose dedication reminds those around him that we are charged with a 
great responsibility and limitless potential.ò 
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Future Leader Award 

Paula Dzimira is the recipient of the 2011 PCSS Future Leader Award. She was nominated by Mrs. Kristy Snider of 

Clear Run Intermediate in the Pocono Mountain School District.  
 Paula is part of numerous school clubs including: softball, school musicals, SCEAP: An American Landscape, 
MathCounts, Environthon and National History Day, through the completion of a display focused on the Salem Witch Trials.  
 She is also actively involved in the local 4-H Horse and Pony Club, Ridge Riders and volunteers her time at Wagginô 
Tails an animal rescue. Through her work with Wagginô Tails Paula and her friend organized a supply collection in her school 
to donate to the rescue. She also participated in the 2011 Horse Rescue Round up with a horse named Dallas. Paula also 
spends time raising money for C.A.M.E., a local food cabinet, the Tannersville Volunteer Fire and Ambulance Department, 
and Habitat for Horses. Beyond her volunteer work, Paula has won several ribbons at the annual West End Fair for her 
artwork, photographs, scrapbooks, 4-H posters, animal science posters and 4-H workbooks. 
 

OUTSTANDING work is 
being completed across 
our state! Wouldnõt it be 
great to recognize the 

efforts of so many others? 
Help by making us aware 

of great work by great 
people you know. 

Nominate someone at www.pcssonline.org 
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Saturday October 15th, 2011  

Double Tree Hotel and Suites, Pittsburgh, PA 

2011 PCSS Board Meeting  

8:30 AM Breakfast (meeting to follow) 

Past President Dr. Mark Previte 
President Dr. Joe Labant 
President-elect David Trevaskis, esq. 
Recording Secretary Ira Hiberman 
Executive Secretary Don Imler 

Board of Directors  
2008-2011 2009-2012 2011 - 2014 

Keith Bollinger Keith Bailey Marc Brasof 

Patrick Kelly Jodi Bornstein  Jill Beccaris-Pescatore 

Stephen Kozol Rachel Findley-Bowman Geogette Hackman  

Mark Lemoncelli Kim Kochnaski  
Alan Liebowitz 

Patrick Kelly  
Robert Slamp 

  
Tentative Agenda: 

Action Items from Previous Meeting - Dr. Mark Previte 

1. Confirm 2012 and 2013 Conference Sites – Don Imler 
2. Report on 2012 Mini Events – Mark Previte 
3. Financial Report – Don Imler 
4. Membership Report – Don Imler 
5. PCSS/AIHE Report – David Trevaskis 

a. Report on PCSS/AIHE partnership  
i. Agreement 
ii. Web Site 

6. 2011 Conference Follow-Up – Conference Committee 
i. Overall Event  
ii. Holocaust Training  

iii. American Institute for History Education Clinic 
7. Middle States Council Report – Joe Labant 
8. CUFA – Dr. Mark Previte 

Outgoing President’s Farewell Message  
Passing of the Gavel  
Welcome New Board 

Introduction of New Board Members  
2012 Action Items – Dr. Joe Labant 
New President’s Vision Statement  
Operation Checklist for PCSS  
2012 Conference – Don Imler 

Policies, Partnerships, Credit, and Actions 
PCSS Publications  
 News and Views – Leo West 
 Social Studies Journal – Dr. Jodi Bornstein 
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PCSS Rho -Kappa 
 

The Pennsylvania Council for the Social Studies Honor Society encourages you to consider adding 
your school to the growing list of Rho-Kappa organizations popping up around the state.   
 
Your Annual Chapter is just $40 and provides you with two advisor memberships in PCSS and thirty-
five Rho-Kappa certificates.  
 
Jointly your chapter and PCSS will write specific by-laws for membership and expectations for 
induction. You will create your induction ceremony and hold the event at your location.  
 
Once a year you provide PCSS with inductee names and additional information for website and 
publication purposes.  

 
For more information contact  

PCSS Rho-Kappa by email at:  
RhoKappa_PCSS@yahoo.com 

or by mail at 
PCSS, Rho-Kappa, PO Box 56, Duncansville, PA 16635 

 

mailto:RhoKappa_PCSS@yahoo.com
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2012/2013 President Joseph C. Labant, Ph.D. 
 The importance of social studies cannot be underestimated. Essentially it is a field of study 
that incorporates all the disciplines that establish both our individual and collective identities.  
It is therefore paramount that the social studies curriculum be a strong and vibrant part of the 
school experience.  Since the early days of the Common School Movement, a key emphasis in 
American schools has been building responsible citizens to function in a democratic society.  

This lofty goal still echoes in the NCSS mission to create effective citizens.  Presently, this goal is difficult to 
uphold. High stakes testing in specified non-social studies subject areas deemphasizes the importance of our 
field in education. As a result, the amount of time spent on social studies has been reduced and in some 
instances has been completely removed from the instructional program.   

As proponents of social studies instruction, it is important that we, the members of the Pennsylvania 
Council for the Social Studies (PCSS), remain vigilant in guaranteeing that social studies continues to be an 
integral part of the learning process throughout the Commonwealth.  As the future president of PCSS, I want the 
organization to continue its role as catalysis for ensuring that social studies remains a live, vibrant part of 
instruction.  In order to do so, it is important to develop strong links between social studies advocates in all parts 
of the state. This includes those involved in policy making at both the state and local level.   As the future 
president of PCSS, I will make the development of strong communication links with the state legislature, the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education, and school districts a priority.  

 As president of PCSS, I will continue the current efforts in building partnerships with organizations that 
are strong advocates of social studies.  Recently, PCSS partnered with the American Institute of History 
Education (AIHE).  This partnership will allow PCSS to expand its services for disseminating information and 
services.  In addition, a second partnership has been forged with the Pennsylvania Holocaust Council.  The fruits 
of both these partnerships will be evident at this year’s PCSS Conference.  Both organizations are offering their 
services in providing topical sessions on subjects relevant to the social studies field.   

 PCSS has also been working diligently at the local level in providing professional develop opportunities 
for educators.  In early 2012, PCSS will offer three new mini-sessions at various locations throughout the state.  
The first will be held at Marywood University on January 24, 2011. In February and March, mini sessions are 
scheduled at Elizabethtown College and Indiana University of PA.  As president of PCSS, I will support the 
continuation of these mini-sessions in future years.  In order for these sessions to be successful, we will need 
PCSS members from across the state to come forth and offer their services in this very beneficial endeavor.  As 
mentioned previously, it is important that linkages be build across all areas of the state.  It is also important that 
all areas of the state be represented in PCSS.  As the future president, I will make every effort to ensure this 
happens.  Evidence of this lofty goal is already underway.  At this fall’s conference, there will be presentation 
sessions representing all areas of the state.  It is my wish that this continue at future PCSS events. 

Finally, I want to stress that as president, I would like to see PCSS become more involved in the review 
and monitoring of sound social studies instructional programs.  Presently, there is a trend for integrating social 
studies with other disciplines.  This is a fine undertaking as long as social studies is not lost in the process.  
Unfortunately, there is research indicating that when social studies is integrated with literacy, often the literacy 
processes take priority over social studies content.  As advocates of social studies, we cannot allow this to 
happen.  Through the support of good research and the review of new initiatives, PCSS can ensure that the 
integration of social studies with other disciplines is a beneficial undertaking for all involved. 

In conclusion, as I take on the role of president, I am looking forward to working with all of the fine 
people that have made PCSS the successful organization it has become.  I especially wish to thank the outgoing 
president, Mark Previte who has been very supportive as I take on this role of leadership.  In addition, I want to 
also thank Don Imler, David Trevaskis, and Ira Hiberman.    
 
Best regards,   

Joseph C. Labant, Millersville University, Joseph.Labant@millersville.edu  

mailto:Joseph.Labant@millersville.edu
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2012/2013 PCSS President - Elect  David Trevaskis  
 

On behalf of the Council President- elect, Professor Joseph LaBant of 

Millersville University, and the Executive Board, I welcome you to the 

58th Pennsylvania Council for the Social Studies (PCSS) Annual Meeting.  

This is an exciting time in the history of PCSS as the organization 

prepares to meet the challenges of readying future citizens for life in a 

rapidly changing global world.  It is our hope that as a conference 

attendee, whether this is your first conference or your 58th (our longest 

serving member, News and Views Editor Leo West, may be close to 

attending them all),  you will join the leadership of PCSS in successfully accomplishing this mission. 

 

PCSS is the umbrella organization for all social studies related associations in the Commonwealth.  

The council promotes quality social studies experiences for all students.  In advancing this goal, 

PCSS serves as an advocate for sound instruction at all levels of education. The organization 

promotes the analysis, dissemination, and evaluation of social studies materials, as well as 

assisting schools and related educational institutions with projects pertinent to the social studies 

field.  In addition, the Council examines and makes recommendations for certification requirements 

in Pennsylvania and also cooperates in the establishment of local PCSS chapters throughout the 

state.  

 

The Councilôs yearly conference provides a forum for addressing timely social studies topics. 

Everyone in PCSS encourages you to attend next yearôs conference, scheduled for October  2012, 

in Lehigh County.  For those wishing to present, proposal forms are available at the PCSS 

Homepage.  The URL is http://www.pcssonline.org  

 

In an effort to disseminate information on social studies pedagogy and to create links throughout 

the Commonwealth, the Council conducts numerous seminars on social studies instruction.  Each 

spring three such seminars are planned.  Information on these seminars can be accessed on the 

PCSS Homepage.   

 

In addition to the webpage, PCSS provides its members with professional publications.  News & 

Views, a newsletter providing information on the current state of social studies in Pennsylvania, is 

published several times throughout the year.  PCSS also publishes The Journal, a peer-reviewed 

professional journal that focuses on current topics in social studies.  Information on these 

publications can also be accessed on the homepage.   

 

Please note that to access certain links on the homepage you will need a password, a membership 

benefit.   If you are not a PCSS member, please consider joining now.   I am looking forward to 

meeting you in person at the Pittsburgh conference and working with you and others across the 

Commonwealth as we champion the social studies cause throughout Pennsylvania. 

 

Best Wishes! 

 

David Keller Trevaskis, Esquire.  

PBA Pro Bono Coordinator, LEAP-Kids Executive Director, Olweus Bullying Prevention Trainer 

Box 530 6 Royal Avenue Glenside, PA 19038 

phone 717-571-7414/fax 215-576-8695 

david@leapkids.com  

www.pabar.org  

www.leapkids.com  

  

http://www.pcssonline.org/
mailto:david@leapkids.com
http://www.pabar.org/
http://www.leapkids.com/
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PCSS PRESIDENTS  
Joseph Labant 2011-2013 

Mark Previte 2009-2011 

David Keller Trevaskis 2007-2009 

Doug Lynch 2005-2007 

Jan Warren 2003-2005 

Charles Cross 2001-2003 

Stephen Bullick 1999-2001 

James Williams 1997-1999 

William Murry 1996-1997 

Ruth Stas 1995-1996 

John W. Larner 1994-1995 

Saunder J. McKee 1993-1994 

Richard A. Williams 1992-1993 

Priscilla G. Linden 1991-1992 

William J. Switala, Sr. 1990-1991 

Karen L. Oesch 1989-1990 

Gale G. Reid 1988-1989 

Murray R. Nelson 1987-1988 

J. Gordon Pflieger 1986-1987 

Andrew Kahn 1985-1986 

Deborah G. Delauro 1984-1985 

Jacob L. Susskind 1983-1984 

W. Thomas Nichols 1982-1983 

Leo R. West 1981-1982 

Robert E. Heinly 1980-1981 

William Ray Heitzmann 1979-1980 

James Sanzare 1978-1979 

Richard K. Dyer 1977-1978 

Sr. M. Adele frances Gorman 1976-1977 

John Allegretti 1975-1976 

Joseph T. Sanquilli 1974-1975 

Ira Masemore 1973-1974 

Estella Scott Johnson 1972-1973 

Thomas Hawkins 1971-1972 

Bradley  Culberson 1970-1971 

George Deffinbaugh 1969-1970 

George Bluhm 1968-1969 

John B. McAulay 1967-1968 

Jane S. Mervine 1966-1967 

Frank S. Anderson 1965-1966 

Charles E. Halt 1964-1965 

George I. Oeste 1963-1964 

Gerald S. Brinton 1962-1963 

James Meyers 1961-1962 

Robert V. Duffy 1960-1961 

William J. Stack, Jr. 1959-1960 

William Cornell 1958-1959 

Margaret E. Clark 1957-1958 

Florence O. Benjamin 1956-1957 

James Kehew 1955-1956 

C. Maxwell Myers 1954-1955 

Ralph W. Cordier 1953-1954 
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Historic Lehigh Valley 
Allentown, Bethlehem, and Easton 

October 10-12, 2012 

 

Best Western Lehigh Valley Hotel 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 

Win two free airline tickets to Florida or Myrtle Beach Courtesy of Lehigh Valley 
International Airport and Allegiant Air 


