[bookmark: _GoBack]				      Dr. Darla Gerlach
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			The Future of Social Studies in Pennsylvania
Social studies curricula have to keep pace with the continuous evolution of our world.  Students’ success in becoming literate in social studies and history is important to not only their futures but our global society.  Citizenship education prepares young adults to become informed and active participants in their communities, country and the world.  As students learn about history from a human perspective, they will understand the accomplishments and struggles that individuals encountered over time and this will prepare them to explore various views on political, economical and cultural issues facing our society. 
 It is our duty as teachers and mentors to help students understand the various cultural influences that shape our state’s and nation’s identity and the rights we have attained as citizens under the U.S. Constitution. As students examine multiple issues within social studies curricula, it is critical for teachers to instill higher-order thinking skills and inquiry-based learning to prepare students as 21st century problem-solvers.  Through real-world contexts within the social studies classroom, students are encouraged to be creative thinkers as they analyze and assess evidence, and formulate and clearly present ideas.  Social studies must continue to be part of the Common Core curriculum.  It truly provides students a sense of structure—they are part of a larger societal organization, they learn about laws within a society and they learn about cultural differences and similarities.  In the midst of educational teaching trends and focus on prioritizing curriculum, we must continue to educate students thoughtfully on the value of democracy, emphasize development of in-depth historical knowledge and cultural understanding and tolerance.  Collectively, social studies curriculum offers valuable skills in the development of students’ civic competence and this leads to effective decision-making throughout individuals’ lives.         
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