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The Pennsylvania Council for the Social Studies promotes
quality Social Studies Education from kindergarten to higher learning

] by:
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{ Advocating the Social Studies at all levels of education in Pennsylvania.
} Promoting the analysis, dissemination and valuation of Social Studies
3 materials.
'

/ Examining and recommending certification requirements for teachers.

Assisting educators in organizing local Social Studies councils
for professional development.
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Cooperating with schools, districts, intermediate units and other
Interested parties on Social Studies projects.

Officers & Support

. Nicole RoperPresident
| Amy CheresnowskyPresidentElect
David TrevaskisPastPresident
Ira HibermanExecutive Secretary
Sarah WhiteNewsletter Editor

Connect with PCSS

Facebook.com/PCSSorg
Twitter.com/PennsylvaniaCSS
PCSS Official Website: http://pcssonline.org
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How bringing comics
Into the classroom made me
love teaching again

By Tim Smyth

Via pbs.org
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Most teachers would agree that teaching is one of the most exhausting jshglents work together, discussing the historical and modern implications of
to love. Between meeting the individual needs of our students, keeping the story. It just so happened that the teacher and her class were in Norway.
with the latest initiatives and completing the deyday tasks required for
keeping a classroom productive and positive, the job can be overwhelmifigis forced my students to look at the topic differently, to explain their ideas
and sometimes discouraging. more clearly and more globally. And it is this more worldly perspective that

| think | was missing before.
In my 15th year of teaching, these feelings only intensified for me. Facing

burnout, | realized that | needed a way to regroup aiedmee r g i z e . |Ih &nother instarccay While, talking about various atrocities in history, we used
| feared that like so many others, | might have to leave the classroomt he comi ¢ book MfAMadaya Mitemexperignbesafh
decided to go back to the basics. a mom in Syria. This comic was put together by Marvel Comics and ABC

News. We discussed the historical and social
implications of the panels and applied them to the
human experience of groups facing persecution. My

MOSt teaCherS WOUId ag I’ee that teaChlng students had many questions. They were drawn in by
is one of the most exhausting jobs to love. ;"¢ °metitenal panels: thes

answers for.

Through Twitter, we contacted the ABC news
correspondent who had interviewed
Every introductory education class declares that bringing our persordy class then Skyped with the two news correspondents, one in New York
passions into our classroom is fun for us and fun for our students. It was thrgl one in Paris, to ask their questions, learning about Syria in a way | never
premise that gave me the permission to finally do what | had be&vould have been able to convey. Several students took the comic books to
deliberating ever since completing my reading specialist studies: | committdekir afterschool organizations, hoping to develop service projects so that
myself to bringing my passiah comicsd into the classroom. they can help the people suffering from the war in Syria. Seeing their
reaction made it the single most rewarding day of my teaching career.
I said 6yesd to being excited and to broadening my approach to te
soci al studi es. I said O0yesd t o Andiet some daygteashing is ill stresséuldandeovetwbelmmg The gradigge
peopl e who share my passi on. | the planding, the expedations atill orneewlielmang. [But ovardhle eoarse of the
experiences and stepping out of my comfort zone. But most of all, | galast two years, | have learned to share more and to celebrate my successe
myself permission to use my strengths to bring to life the core conceptsmbre. | have learned to reach out to other educators, writers, artists,
my curriculum, and it has made all the difference in my lessons, in npublishers, and not to be afraid to use social media. We need to overcome
perspective and in my ability to connect with my students. the selfimposed stigma of boasting about our succe$sese need to
celebrate the awesome things that happen in our classrooms every day.
| wrote about this journey, still in its beginning stages, in a
blog one year ago. The reaction was swift. My students

responded positively, validating that the approach worked . .
for them. Educators, artists and writers in the industry Several students took the comic books to their

reached out to me over Twitter. | was asked to present a gfter-school organizations, hoping to develop service projects

program about comic books in the classroom at . : .
Philadelphia Wizard World, | was terrified, but it was so SO that they can help the people suffering from the war in Syria

well-received that it was clear other educators want to Seeing their reaction made it the 5ing|e most
know how to do this as well. . .
rewarding day of my teaching career.

Through social media, | received a multitude of requests. |

helped college professors develop curriculum materials. |

previewed possible educational comic books for publishers. | ran Twitter

chats for teachers discussing how to integrate pop culture in the classroofinhdve given myself permission to use what | know and what | love in order

was chosen as fAGeek of the Weeko tolringhhéw ekperiences@md .connections to my students. At my most recent
Comic Con experience in Chicago, as | was seated on a panel of teachers

For every opportunity, I st ayed cuwothomind @ eadpert | saidstheatywie mgst givg eusselvés permissiornto Uise

the Super Bowl of all nerdoinhwas asked to present on a panel at the Sacomics, music and pop culture in our classrooms, because we know it works

Diego Comic Con about my experiences in the classroom. And it wsr our students.

awesome. | found my people.

Cover Photo:
In August, having just returned from my San Diego trip, | began my 16th

. : : . . . Social studies teacher Tim Smyth,
year of teaching, feeling energized and excited. Despite having two new _ _ _ _ _
courses, | began looking for ways to integrate these new ideas into classroorit Wissahickon High School in Ambler, Pennsylvania,

life. | still have a curriculum, data points, special schedules and lesson plans. gearing up for Teacher Appreciation Week.
But now | | ook for opportunities for broadening my studentdos exper.i

This year we used AMarch, o a graphic n&hetptaken byDenovanlkennedywi s, And
Aydin and Nate Powell, to explore the civil rights movement. At the same with editing by Gordy Michie
time, a teacher whom | had met over Twitter and | arranged to have our
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Mad about Civics:

Johnstown eighth -graders compete to choose
most influential American
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Greater Johnstown Middle School civics teachénroughout the project, Wrabley said it was thstudents voted for who should advance from each
Christian Wrabley has found a way to engage higld card round where he saw his students shineatchup. &

students. For the fourth consecutive year, Wrableging their talents. Many of the students relied on
had his eightlgrade civics students participate irtheir strengths for the that round, Wrabley said. The final four included matchups of

a project he calls JMS Civics Madness.

A | was tryi
t o pi ggyback

Madness

Al try
Mar ch

year we set out to answer a large researghr e at wi t h
question: Who is the most influential U.S.
president of all time? Who is the greatest military
president in U.S. history? Who is the mo:s
influential member of the U.S. government i
history? And this year: Who is the most influentie

American of all time?0l

Wrableyds civics tourn
64 influential people, goes through 63 matchu
and results in one person taking the title as t
most influential American of all time.

Students are assigned a matchup for each ro
They have to research both individuals and present
their findings.

ng

to
@drform ih the area xhatitheye do doest Weohlatiee tvdtes were tallied, a battle between King alji'd

al

t our ney,someWreatbiritery, we havedsomefigeeatcaltist¥a s hi ngt on
some great researchers and some people whocdb a mpi onshi p.
technol

0g

Student Taylor Kennedy said she liked the projefit] t

because she could use it as an outlet.

The civics tournament is broken into six rounds:
Google slides, text dependent analysis essdly)
poetry writing, magazine design

am an

art.
detailingvas actually kind of cool, because | never drewtah e

st ,

SO

Martin;i
Luther King Jr. versus Abraham Lincoln, anqi;:

| oGeorge Washinygtom virgus Haaiet Tubnnah.@m}ie €

was slated

C‘) =

0 he said.

The students voted King as the most mfluentlal

American of all time. He took 70 percent of thé‘

vote i the largest margin of victory since the

project began, Wrabley said.

Yy,

With current issues pertaining to race and civ'i"i
rights, King seemed to have a big influence thls
gear| Wrabley said.
Student Shantia Jordan said she found herself
immersed in learning throughout the project. She
said the work allowed her to be more haods N

than other projects that she has done.

was mor e effectiv%:,

project.
| WirraabM eayl | a dtdheed ,t ifimet, owassh en
student s wh o donet

highlights of the matchup, wild card (choose yousresident and | got to express the way | feel abaeading taking notes and then taking a test. Some

own project) and persuasive letter to the editor. dr awi ng. 0 kids, i1toés just not f o\r
Wrabley randomly selected two lettérsby Mia Classmate Ayanna Gibson said she also liké&dT hi s project kind o] f\\
Jordan and Nathan Sainfzas examples of the being able to express herself through the projectd i f f er ent way, 0 he said
studentsdé wor k. T

AYou actually got to eixlipr enmsass vaha/vtayydwrliskejd:('etm
They can be viewed online at www.tribdem.com. than just doing the regular TDAs (text dependent \\

analysis) |like we do i"henjoytwhtehing theimaisescetise, challeGge Ianilo |
Each round challenged the students to learn fotHer e we got to writecradatud smurhe irmpdat tthhii nnggss
only more about the historical figures but alsoot just stick to one topic. be possible with goingta
more about themselves, Wrabley said.

AWith the wild card round you Ph@tg: do what 0

The students gain basic knowledge about tkeanted to do and show the teacher who you really
individuals in the first round. They had to find amre through your artwork and poetry, so you can
article on the individual, analyze and then write show more of yourself instead of sticking to the

five-paragraph essay in the next round. script, o she

s ai

d.

Nathan Saintz (left) and
Mia Jordan, eightilgraders at
Greater Johnson Middle School

After being pushed out of their comfort zoneéfter presenting their research for each round,
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We the Pupils:

More States Teaching Founding US Documents

By Matt OOBrien, AP

———

NORTH SMITHFIELD, R.l. (AP)d Should U.S. A campaign by the Scottsdale, Arizebased Joe \
high school students know at least as much abdtdss Institute has led many states to pass lahReir teacher, Natalie O'Brien, gently prodded
the Declaration of Independence, the Constitutiorquiring students to know what's on thé&em to think critically and tap into more than 200

and the Federalist papers as immigrants passingitizenship test. years of American history and legal phllosopgy-
citizenship test? She didn't tell them that, in 2014, a unanimous

"It's not a panacea or silver bullet, but it's a st&pupreme Court ruled in the California case tﬁat
In a growing number of school systems, havinigrward,” said the group's Lucian Spataro, whpolice may not generally search the ceIIphoneé of
such a basic knowledge is now a graduatisaid 17 states have adopted the model people they arrest without first getting search
requirement. But states are taking differerdomething similar. "You have to learn the basiagarrants. X

approaches to combating what's seen as bafore you can have the higHewel discussions.” :
widespread lack of knowledge about how "Someone’s going to channel James Madison,
government works. Other civics education boosters say such raght?" she said. "What would Brandeis be saying

mandate is too simplistic. about this particular decision? What would '@pe
Kentucky last week and Arkansas on March 16 founders be saying?" ‘

became the latest of more than a dozen states siffE&ou do something like that, people are going to
2015 that have required the high school socj North Smithfield High student Megan Skinner saJd

8 year to an Alaskan legislative task force on civictart teaching to the test and teaching a gameb@ins-
"When you have a system ofrivial Pursuit," said Charles Quigley, executivéinderstood these things."
government that's based on ideas, espoused in divector of the Calabasas, Califorsbased Center

Declaration of Independence and carried out wifor Civic Education. "Kids are already tested to

O S G e

WIS IS IS

e e e e

studies curriculum to include material covered |
the 100 questions asked on the naturalizati
exam. Lawmakers in other states, includi
Minnesota, are hoping to foster even deep}
understanding of the fundamentals of America.
democracy by adding a full course to study i
most important documents.

"Rights might be inherent, but ideas need to
taught,” said Maida Buckley, a retired classroo
teacher in Fairbanks, Alaska, who testified last

education.

a working document in the Constitution, thosdeath."
ideas need to be taught."

she didn't pay much attention to politics befqre
O'Brien's class, but the d®arold now said shé"‘
now uses the founding U.S. documents as a gwde
as family and friends debate the Trump
presidency.

"It gives us an entirely new perspective on all the
events that are going on," Skinner said. "You see
all these things in the news, and especially about
the election, and all the things that are goingi‘on
with the executive orders he passed, the trzi}&/el
Before this class, we wouldn't have

Photo Caption:

In this March 8 photo,

The Rhode Island bill, introduced by a Republican high school teacher Natalie O'Brien,
It's a bipartisan cause, and in many states suobm North Smithfield, a conservative town where center, hands out papers during a CMCS

bills are jointly introduced by Republicans andrump is popular, is partly inspired by a ninth
Democrats. But proponents' motivations vary fromgrade class taught at North Smithfield High
dismay about the lack of participation in locaBchool. The honors class uses the "We the People"
group.
how Republican President Donald Trump and h&tudents participate in a national competition ifVlore states are requiring graduating hlgh

school boards and town halls to concerns abauurriculum developed by Quigley's

supporters view the power of the executive brancivhich they must orally defend their ideas.

"We clearly have seen there is a serious civi@®n a March afternoon, teenagers stood at their
deficiency in this country, all the way up to thelassroom's lectern one by one, debating whether a
top, the very top,” said Rhode Island Democrat@alifornia police officer can search a suspected B0OSting civics literacy has been a
state Rep. Gregg Amore, a longtime high schogang member's smartphone without a warrant.

history teacher who is egponsoring legislation

that contends the “survival of the republicAs they argued, some cited language from the U.S.

depends on Americans understanding its principle®nstitution’s Fourth Amendment. Others looked
to Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis' 1928

and history.
dissenting opinion in a wiretapping case.

class called "We the People,"
at North Smithfield High School
in North Smithfield, R.I.

R,
e A

B
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school students to know at least as mueh
about the U.S. founding documents a&
immigrants passing a citizenship test.

d%z/z-ﬁz-r//,mf&

bipartisan cause. But some advocates say a
mandate to test government trivia is to
simplistic.
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Book Review:

Right to Ride: Streetcar Boycotts and African American Citizenéh

in the Era of Plessy V. Ferguson 5'5
By Sarah White
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Bl air L. M. Kel |l eybs Right A streBtcacs decams mae affocdabfe,| Adrigan Anmeuchns frdmc
exploration of the contexts and intricacies of streetcar boycottsali class backgrounds utilized them for travelling to work, scho@l,
the American South at t he t uorrsocialfactititiess BU2 Whsld segregationudid ynot a&mhtlf@e j
at first appears to be scatt dassdifferanderKellaygnigwes that andther inteationkbéhsd Rijglhm
as the author argues the booth&Rele ip torexplorse dowi Africad Arheficans eerdeivet elaié,sn
different purposes. But upon further examination, this appearardiéferentiations among themselves, often causing dissent wit?rflin
proves to be appropriate, for just as streetcar boycotts themselpestest organizations. The black middle class in particular felt this
contained many | ayers and p dvigoo socatsly. Beewing tthenoselves tg bet risiragnabomeutheh
purpose in writing about them i f an author o6bl asaubj wot kiimsg dlyass, t hey vvjjfjer
nature, intersectional and multipurpose, then it is only fitting thaéfusal to acknowledge their rising status, and thus were torn
an authorodéds exploration of t betweenthbe gesre for inclesibr aetletexpensesof dmaohiza’nlg}the
bl ack working class as the .be
Kel |l eybs first statement o f geheral proclvity mwapds AfricansAmdRicag hatial uplit asRa
testament to At his forgottemwholg(p.ni2dy ati on of bl ack southi.::fel
while simultaneously placing southerners within the context of }?‘7

. the Areminder that southern Kedlay rtherg mdves con topstale iacother Snteationd to panatyze ¢

not the first i n the nat i on ostreetpar proB3ts. throfaghgntereseg:tmmaiityothroughotheilens'eéeoé
. initiated in the U.S. North as attempts to control recentlhe rich and poor, women and men, across all levels of educafﬁion
ﬁ?f; emancipated slaves arriving from the South. Withouhat rode the streetcars on a deyday basis (p. 12). And inﬁf;i
understanding this context, Kelley argues, prevents us framnawing from this intersectionality, discussions of citizenship and
arriving at a full anal ys i acconnfodatipn; and tleedntexts thad ghee highdto these prd)tésts
. Immediately after this assertion, Kelley is clear about how exactihe argues that Right to Ride connects two contrasting therﬁ;es:
- Right to Ride contributes to the field of civil rights researchnandt he col |l ective nature of t h e
early protests: no other studies have included an analysis of htvains and streetcars and the tensions that existed within b_l'_ﬁélck
exactly the Plessy v. Ferguson decision of 1896 influencedo mmuni ti eso (p. 12) . Wh at do
African American political culture during this era (p. 5). Right teeducated African American man? And what does it mean t0 a
Ride thus serves as the first work which fully connects the histoppor, illiterate African American maid? How can a communify
of postCivil War protests in the U.S. North, legal struggles irwith wildly differing circumstances unite under a common caus{a_f?
New Orleans, and streetcar boycotts after Plessy v. Ferguson.
As Kelley succinctly writesi
. Kelley also argues that At hibsl abcoko ks otuhtrhoewsn eirrst owamqmu eegt ida r!;jfﬁjnt
notion of accommodati ono ( p right@)ride inrseeeicars derved) not rodyaad a phgsicabd pbroﬁéﬂt
streetcar protests were never solely about streetcars, but abeiitin the politics of space, determining who is allowed to sit in
citizenshi p, and that At he nwhich sectionolut atse asoamsyehblagical pnotest withirf lher
only to physical accommodations on public transit, but nationatpntext of the integrity of citizenship and federally protecté;fd
political, and social acceptance as United States citizens. Furthgghts as such. Kelley does a remarkable job of incorporatiébg
within the struggle for citicantextsmtohepanalyRs. gnd while her infemtidne wite Righnit}b r
contested meanings of class within African AmericamRide seemed to be scattered and misplaced in her introductio?jf_ﬁ, I
communitieso (p. 9) by r e mi nidciearey why Eeallay éooksthe tinte dot expkaie gacheagglmterintgbfr
not discriminate based on so@conomic status, but by racial her thesis in detail. Her inclusion of Plessy v. Ferguson into the
perceptions. Black passengers in a folsiss, white streetcar conversation of streetcar protests offers a more thorough ;éjlnd
threatened white supremacy by their mere assertion of their rigitmplex analysis. Overall, Right to Ride should be criticél
to belong there (p. 36) however, black Pullman porters, forreading to students and researchers engaged in civil rights Wori(.
instance, were allowed on white cars so long as they were in 30ddd9H

positions of servitude (p. 38), and African American ma'd?(elley, Blair L. M. Right to Ride: Streetcar Boycotts and Africa

al t en dimn g to whi t_ e children _ Aieficin thilzehsﬂif)lvi% ﬂwe Brd 5f ?’Ieslsya\f]I Ii‘er%usiﬁnapgl aﬁr :
reaffirming the notion that segregation was not about phyS|Cﬁh|_ University of North Carolina Press, 2010

e Y

i

~

A

)
e

N
J

N
N3

=

o

-

N3

G L S 5,

e

PRI,

integration, but social integration. (p. 38)
e A AR 3

i '\



%\\*&\\\\\\\\\\%\“\'““ R R R R A R A R AR R R AR R R

8

Youth Courts

Pennsylvania Bar Assoclation
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Institute, 2002; Hamilton Fish, 2008).

Youth courts are student run alternatives to
juvenile justice and school disciplinary systems.
Students are trained by lawyers, law students, lawouth Court benefits for student participants
and justice professionals and teachers to perform (many are former offenders)

all court functions (judge, bailiff, jurors, etc.).

for a summary of former Stoneleigh Fellow Gregg
Volz's work in the field.
The testimony that lead to the City Council of
Philadelphia Resolution supporting youth
courts is found at

Positive peer pressure helps offenders reflect @h Participants acquire legal knowledge and fatp://www.pabar. org/pubI|c/comm|ttees/chlldavo/

their behavior, recognize that actions have
consequences, and accept
Neuroscience informs us that the stress and trauma
disadvantaged youth experience

decision making and impulse control. Absent

positive attitude towards the legal system.
responsibilitg) Participants contribute to their communityThe exhaustive ABA Youth court materials can
through experiential and service learning.
impairs thed) Students learn academic skills: concentration,
public speaking and communication skills.

CompilationOfYouthCourtTestimony.pdf

be found at
http://www.pabar.org/public/probono/
ABA_YouthCourtGuide.pdf

nurturing relationships with stable adults, som4) Students acquire socialization skills by

collaborating to form a

disposition.

youth fail to acquire the executive function skills
to cope with their environment. Teachers confirm

such youth have problems following instruction§) Students become engaged and empowered @aghorities,

and socializing. Without effective intervention learn to become gooditizens.

they fall behind, becoming a danger to themselvé$ Youth court is a droeput prevention program; Attorney General,

and their community. Youth court participation in members graduate from high school.
underresourced schools improves life outcomeg
for these youth. Youth court participation in well §
resourced schools helps educate the ne

generation of social justice leaders.

Youth court participants report its transformativ,
impact as they learn coping skills they otherwis
fail to acquire, and will use the rest of their lives
Using restorative justice as a participatory toc
youth court students contribute to the wmding
of their school and community. The mos
empowering courts limit the role of adults to
trainer and mentor, trusting youth, and
empowering them to control the entire process.

Youth Court benefits for
schools and neighborhoods

restorativeYouth courts are an important component Of

Project PEACE (Peaceful Endings througn
Children and Educators), a
partnership of the Pennsylvania Office of the
the Pennsylvania Bar
Association and the Pennsylvania Bar Foundation.
Project PEACE is a peenediation, antbullying
and youth court training program that enhancesin
Pennsylvania schools and communities the skil?}[s
of nonviolent conflict resolution and active civici:
engagement that are necessary for productii}{e
citizenship. This publiprivate partnership
introduces dispute resolution techniques, first to
elementary school students throughout the
Commonwealth, while promoting bullying
prevention education in the schools. Youth courts
are then introduced as students move into upper
elementary and middle school. ]
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The video found at
stoneleighfoundation.org/content/houn- youth

Youth courts can operate afi®chool or be 1) School safety and climate can be improved éburt gives a nice picture of youth courts but

\ integrated within Social Studies classes. They can used with other restorative practices.
also operate as a paerest juvenile justice2) Di sci plinary
di versi on. 65% of t he nataswelhad adultrvauateersy
courts process juvenile justice offenses. 35% &8¢ Costs of school discipline can be reduced.
schoolbased. The Philadelphia area has more thdnA culture of justice is created.

a dozen schodbased and no juvenile justibased 5) Curriculum is enhanced by hamas
youth courts. Erie County has the longest running application of civic education.

youth court in the Commonwealth, dating back t6) Communication between juvenile and
the 1970s, and it a juvenile justibased youth educational systems can be improved.
court run out of the Erie County Juvenile
Probation Department.
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For more youth court backgrounder,
please check out

lower than traditional justice programs. Quality basedyouthcourt.asp

youth courts achieve the following benefits:

youth courts at

Youth Court benefits for respondents

1) Offenders get to tell their story to their peers pdf
and view youth courts as more fair.

2) Offenders experience restorative justice, instead
of being suspended they stay in school.

3) Offenders respect peer justice more than adult
discipline.

courts is at

20Court%20Resolution%20FINAL.pdf
Look at

o o o o e P e

and find there the PBA Resolution supporting

http://www.pabar.org/public/committees/childavo/
PassedPBARESOLUTIONONYOUTHCOURTS.

The Philadelphia Bar Resolution backing youth

http://lwww.pabar.org/public/probono/Youth%

4) Offenders have lower recidivism rates (Urban http://stoneleighfoundation.org/fellows/volz

nothing can beat seeing one in person and anyd‘"he

sy st e nrderegtedi im thif effot tohhelp young epeoq»la r
1, 1 0 Oshould eontdct david.trevaskis@pabar.org to set up

a visit to see a youth court in action.

Photo:

Pictured left to right:
University of Pittsburgh School of Law
Director, Public Interest & overnment

Relations, Rochelle R. McCain; Duquense &
University School of Law ssociate Clinical

A
A e

Quality youth courts achieve recidivism ratesttp:/www.pabar.org/public/committees/childavoP’rofessor and Pro Bono Program Coordlnator\

Tracey McCants ewis; Immediate Past PCSS
President and Pennsylvania Bar Assomaﬂon
Pro Bono Coordinator David Trevaskis; Dr.
Darla Gerlach, Fulbright Scholar and
Teacher, Shaler Middle School; Dr. Kay
Atman, Professor Emeritus, University of
Pittsburgh School of Education; and Mary
Hall, Community Activist Not pictured,
Deborah Sagan, Olweus Bullying Prevention:
and Project PEACE
Trainer
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Civic Mirror Project

helps Westfield Middle School students learn
By Mark Ambrogi
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Westfield Middle School eightgrader Cyle Ginsberg found the Civic Mirror project an effective way to learn about how governamen
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nltés a | ot more involved than reading from a textbcﬂﬂlwdoiragrs@rnettiirtgiigng
than reading about it.o \
] Ginsberg was in WMS social studies Stephanie Walkerﬁentcxpéraﬂes.ses,ﬁ%w
Z}ﬁ; AThey turn the students into citizens of a countryfitshtimethisslemeyter._\&'fui
AThe students come out with an actual identity, flag aituti(bn,\ghi!:migtheaéh
ccurriculum for eighth grade.o
¥ Walker said the students use budgeting and tax laws. The students elect a senate, house of representatives and a president.
,_’f AThey appoint a judge so they | earn about the separr@oasrhsimulatmrhoflpeoiifve

United States. o &
The students also learn about the economics of a nation. X
AThey are competing among themselves and my <c¢l asses whobadtve cgssed

use the project.

Theeigitwe ek peri od has just been completed for Walkerds cl asses.
Al hav-8Btan @4tbup that meets with me in the middle af ttohekedeapy,pdi{g_ﬁaw
Another WMS teacher, Joe Loeffel, has started it in his classes.

AWe ended it with a video session with the three -bdseid.‘ﬁhgwgstheya:a:nhakaégztu

R A s
o A e R

with them beyond the history. Things like remembering to use good morals and ethics when making business transactitesvilotqusbpou and %

continue buying from you. o
Lincoln Strong, another of Walkeros students, said he |l earned mo
Altés more enjoyable than the usual classroom s et twyoswcpuldsampetedvidh C

~

your c¢cl assmates to work to be better than someone el se. 0

=
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Photo: Westfield Middle School social studies teacher Stephanie Walker,
Robby Bogdajewicz and Alex Coulombe are using the Civic Mirror.
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How to Teach about

o e R s

By Ryan Sprott

Borders and Global Migration
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Many teachers are struggling to include the topic of immigratigorevailing "us" versus "them" ideology into spaces of
in their classrooms. Ryan Sprott, AP World History teacher abllaboration and creativity. The following passage outlines
International School of the Americas in San Antonio, Texastrategies we used to assist a group of 40 high school students t
created the Borddand project as a way to get his studentslevelop skills in global competence as they grappled with the
exploring these issues on a deep level. Read on to learn howiriteerent complexities of borders.
created it.

A Single, Overarching Question

"It can often be easy to forget how broad,

"By Seeing the bOrder in real “fe, by Standirlgiding questions like 'what is the purpose of a
Only feet away from it. | was able to see theperder? are relevant in the context of our

. debate over immigration. Nevertheless, our

b or d er f or W h a t | t bhei ty'stanslwerrsnoa,u&tio@ like tﬁése serlve

as the philosophical foundation for the policies

that we pass....If the mainstream ideology were
"By seeing the border in real life, by standing only feet away frote change, then our border policies would be expected to change
it, | was able to see the border for what it ultimately is: arbitraras well."- Avery Coltharp, Bordefand Student, Class of 2017.
Thousands of years of weathering and erosion in a specific spot
resulted in this specific river that a group of people decided ovekhat is the purpose of a border? This question helped guide
hundred years ago would be the line between two countries. Warning during readings, conversations, and travel. By focusing
are the ones that give it meaning; otherwise, it would be jush one essential question, students were able to uncover a variet
another river. There is nothing inherently threatening about it, bot perspectives on the topic. Students asked this same question t
the way we treat it creates fear in others. By seeing the bordersch guest speaker, who included activists, lawyers, politicians,
person | was able to, at least to a certain extent, remove the actaal officers, and asylum seekers. Their answers varied greatly
border from the idea of a border that countries have constructetlich helped students weigh and compare the diverse views
through their discourse.- Samantha Lozano, BordeEnd relating to borders.
Student, Class of 2017

In 2014, over 68,000 unaccompanied minors ﬁ We wan t e d t 9) S h | f t

crossed the US/Mexico border fleeing

unbearable violence and unrest throughout ver sus Ot hembo | d €
Mexico and Central America. The border is just
a few hours' drive south of the public high CO I | a b or atil on

school where | teach. | thought this nearby

humanitarian crisis could serve as an important

opportunity to teach global competence. However, as | beg8tudents also engaged with the essential question through
planning the curriculum, | found that the divisive rhetoric thatlialogues, writings, and other art projects. Throughout the year,
pervaded much of the coverage of this crisis conflicted with ttieeir work and conversations were archived so that they could
21st century skills | try to foster in students. This rekindled eeflect upon how and why their responses to the question, "What
lingering question: In an era when complex events are ofte&mthe purpose of a border?" were becoming increasingly complex.
portrayed in a limited and polarizing manner, how can teachers
address contemporary dilemmas in ways that nurture students'
global competencies, including empathy, collaboration, and

critical thinking?

Photo:

To explore this question, | teamed with artist and professor JasonDuring Bordetland. a high school course
Reed, who was investigating similar issues. Together, we ’

designed Bordeland, a course where art, dialogue, and travel at the International School of Americas,

served as pathways for civil discourse and social action on thmany students visited the US/Mexico border
topic of global borders and human migration. We hoped that by for the first ti
or the 1irst time.

going to the border to listen firsthand to multiple stories and
perspectived a Central American mother who crossed the border
fleeing gang violence, and the US Border Patrol officer tasked
with detaining hed students could better humanize each

individual and understand each story. We wanted to shift from the

11
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Gender Studies Class Approved by Board

By Michelle Merlin of the Morning Call

- . = -

Two members objected to a course they believedcourse at their last meeting. Bryan Eichfeld saichave the flexibility to spend time with her familyg}:?ff

encourages victimhood. he was worried it w aasdh otk to fpeomaper sogial justice erw othmr
Apropero for high schio:ostuesstusdheenﬁtss,pawfsiilomaﬁﬁa«

* A study of gender roles and norms, interlocking Dowl i ng sai d it woul dnto tcontingeata workoon pehdif sof children anq

systems of power and the intersectionality public education. Board members unanimous[f/

of identity. Eichfeld said he stil |apmwowednh@rt retcement atr & aldid pot wet t
course Tuesday night and proposed delaying determined. .
» The first women’s studies program started in  decision for another year. His motion was

1970 at San Diego State University. supported by Inghrim and Linda Leewright and They voted to add her retirement to the agenda
ultimately failed. during the meeting. X
* Evolved from examining women’s roles in &
history to social and cultural impacts of i My concern is this c¢ oSevesilepeople spbké dusieg agpubticocanmmere
gender. promotes a study of victimization and how to besession about the gender studies course. Rachel
an activist to promote
* There are more than 900 women’s studies t hi s victimization, O
programs at colleges and universities inEi chf el d sai d. AWoul d it 5
the United States be proper to teach n We need t o ma k e sure .t
activism such as the tea  gnd racial and ethnic minorities are represented in otr
Sources: party, and its issues, like texts, media, resources, and their perspectives are
Mary Armstrong, Allison Kimmich constitutional . &
government, school represented in our cI

Next year, Saucon Valley High School studentschoice, protection of

could choose to enroll in a gender studies coursborders? Most folks

for the first time. woul d say, no, thatods not 8
what a school should be doing, is teachingAltemose, a former Saucon Valley student who ls

School board members approved the courseactivism on those types of subjects, and | wouldhow a sophomore in college, said a gender

along with the distri ctnildo agred evenethopghd delieven in afosestutlias dourseswould have helped prepare her for

at their meeting Tuesday night. things. o the classes she takes now.

The deci si on wasnot (Boaedmiemer Bandra Millar disagredo.o ar d i The one thing | feel
member Bryan Eichfeld saying he was worried education are the kinds of things that would b&\
the course would teach activismandvictlwod A Thi s i s a course that@ugadpprionprt At gaddEhl ¢

and voted against it. He was joined by Edcour se thatds not abouWtAf viect iamit zatdii oy, cc od e.g g
Inghrim. Board member Jack Dowling, whoi Any ti me you have an ofogenue studies antd peopleovha aeead'rﬁereﬁia r
previously expressed cohinceuns ahet kil mg st tva t Brdm dstis talxgd ialsoatlin thecmajcria/rofnmﬁ;f 0
help students find jobs, was absent. large portion, if not all the population of our c| asses. Co I'tds so mé__ftt
school, is a valuable meedstootal k about. o ©
The course, a social studies elective, will be open
to any student and examine social and culturaBuperintendent Monica McHakemall spoke in  She said the class would be especially helpful f’h
gender constructs, historical and religious roles osupport of the course. She noted it fit in withtheSaucon Val |l ey, wher e s t
men and women, transgender issues, gender mo al s of t he di stricteéxpoisnuagleugioonn wa@amiiet tye @,
the workplace as well as policy and governmenggroup that was tasked in part with helping thenever had a teacher of color in her 10 years at
and other issues, said Amy Kozel, the teachedistrict respond to a spate of racist incidents thaBaucon Valley.
who created the class, at a Feb. 28 board meetingame to light in the wake of the November

®

It would be offered every other year and wouldelection. Parent Kat e Duf fy S ag d
replace a womends studies course that had Iteach/ersatSauconVaIIeydeaIW|thsensmve
enrol |l ment and focusedhensaiodneinto®s hiinsptoorrtiacnasues io a prefessiothad manser, ainal nated metr
achievements. varied perspectives. her son was introduced to nearly every tople:
covered in the gender studies course when Rte
nl can actually instr uicWe srneeddknt ® amadk el scuarneverttelealegec ont ri but i on oﬁ:

i

them and help them and have them feel proud oivomen and racial and ethnic minorities are
who they are at the same time promoting arrepresented in our texts, media, resources, anl The f act that this h |
understanding of issues in our society that weheir perspectives are represented in outhis to be brought forth for these children is suc

have existed that we have kept undertherugfoc | assr ooms K t hr ough 1&valde tsthem asdaan eye opener to thosew 0
so long, 0 Kozel sai d. dondt have it in their
McHale-Small also announced her planstoresigc hi | drends reality. o

G T //

Some board members spoke out against theometime this summer. She said she hoped to
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Survey:

Teachers Talk Politics to Students, Despite Divisive Atmosphere
By Madeline Will

- e W -

Teachers not shying away their school since the presidentialout | et and a spac e
from political talk. campaign began. goi ng on, O said C a n
grade teacher in the Brooklyn borough of
Months after the 2016 presidential Discussing Hot Topics in Schools New York City. A | Af t
election, a majority of educators say that had to have a conversation about feellngs
national politics have created a sharpMore than 830 educators took part in a . . I try to make s u
divide among students, leaving teachersurvey on discussing controversial topicsy eassuring i n thes e
grappling with how to handle classroomin class. National politics, rather than
conversations about controversial issues. perennial hobutton issues like race and While 55 percent of teachers said they
religion, seemed to be the most divisivehave not avoided discussing controversial
But mo s t sai d t he ythisyea® mave so tlsah in previgus \eavsacyrrent events with their students thi}é.
from politics, d eedycatots esaid. Eviereso, 56 pgocent g€asichool year, another 28 percent did avoid
contentious nature. they were no moie and no less likely talking about national politics with their_}.f
than before to share their own politicalstudents. Smaller percentages of teachers
That 6s accordi ng t oviews wshstuderasy ¢ onduct e Have refrained from discussing politically

%&."'\'m\\\%.w:“l"&\\'&\‘e-‘.&\'T:-Et;‘-;\'-.'\‘cu‘:-".'Q}Q-.-‘c-“.\‘t‘ﬁw‘c-.’-::‘.’\‘-‘:ch:-.‘\c&-.cv.\E«:-.\'-.\";:2-:2\'5.'« A A e S R S
&
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February by the Education Week Research charged topics like LGBT issues, race, and
Center. More than 830-K2 teachers and (SOURCE: religion. X
other schocebased instructional staff Education Week Research Center, 2017)
members who are Twentysix percent of .
registered users of . teachers .said they did not
~ Education TWIQ & 3 £ conversatilions S discu Llny coérover&l
. edweek.org website g n d a space to ta |  keventsgwify ti@ir igtugents. \
.~ responded to an emalil because the topics are not
~ invitation for a survey relevant to the subject area
. about their experiences teaching about t hey teach. That o6 s

controversial topics in a time of division. About half the teachers said the number oRobert Williams, a 4th grade teacher iﬁ'
. bullying incidents related to national Delano, Calif., who teaches mostlyi
Presi dent Donal d Tpoliticsr pa® sncreasedf ire thet pastl yiaas Hispanic and Filipino students. 3
November of Hillary Clinton capped the more so than for any other topic, although

. most divisive presidential election in about 30 percent of teachers pointed t&i The only i ssue we h
recent memory, and the first few monthsspikes in bullying related to immigration electiord students came to school and
of his tenure have been marked byorlanguage and race and ethnicity. they were upset about what their parenfs

. controversy. In addition, a number of had said. ... They feared |mm|grat|on
issues have made their way into theAlethea Pattersedahn, the head special[ pol i ci es] , they f e a
classroom as current events, includingeducation teacher at an Albuquerques ai d . A | sai d weor e
immigration; lesbian, gay, bisexual, andN.M., middle school, recalled seeing ai t, because weodr e h e
transgender rights; and issues related tetudent tell another that Trump wouldwr i t i ng, and mat h. G
race, religion, and gender. deport the studentos father.

Talking about controversial subjects could
Whi | e mo s t teachef$ hsaavied ndavheart h e & 6dbrtihnagt beerid)uee,a‘.)eehene

important to talk about these topicsintheil t was kind of a sWialpl iiamst haddade. &l \
classroom, 42 percent noted that it was safe. o
difficult to discuss national politics with Many teachers said they feel obligated to \
studentd more so than any other make sure all their studedtsegardless of Teachers are ‘Fearful’ \

controversial issue. And while the vastnationality, race, ethnicity, or religidn
majority of teachers are at leastfeel safe and secure, and that has madether reasons that teachers chose fer
moderately confident in their own ability conversations about politics and otherveering away from controversial toplc%

L e P A B A T

to have civil conversations with their current events feel necessary. include: wanting to avoid dissension in thQ
students, 66 percent said they have noticed classroom, knowing that their person%
% an increase in uncivil political discourse atT h 0 s e conversationyi ggwy ear et mddnt N I ig m
B o R o R e - R A 5
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and not knowing how to handle such discussions in cladglost teachers said they have not received guidance fromn

administrators on how to talk about such issues with their
A[ Teachers ar e] fear f ul gtfidenise achi ng some of t he ¢

events for fear of parent al pushback, fear [theydl
as] pushing their political views, fear of studenyhen asked where they did receive guidance or ideas,
pushback, 06 said Maur een jusEapdreent ¢it€d.their fellb® teadhdrs, &IMibistrators,
Teaching Tolerance, an education project of the Southefid other staff members; 27 percent said news articles; 17
Poverty Law Center. percent cited curriculum from sodcipistice organizations
like Teaching Tolerance; and 13 percent said
they drew from their own experience and

Nl f as educators WwW®DPE not goin
What it IOOkS ||ke to talk abOUt pO"tiCS, -«While teachers generally try to stay politically
weoOre not sSuppor t |neginfgpaf fei students,gls pegem

said thew have become more likely to share

democratic prac t | Cth@ir polig)cal views with their students in the

past year.

Sstill, she said, 1t0s cr ijddn€ Edcent! dhdgth gfadeVsbclal sflidied %eQcHer
the classroom. #Alf as eduypRRdix0daid sh¥ & ofen Bt he¥ BolitiBad belfefd
what 1t looks [T ike to tgjnkner&déntslduring tht &idctio She had originalky
suppor ting what 1s an esgg&pAh iTl%ran éﬂlr?p&ﬂt@r,c Bu@ Voted® forPdlifioh tatkef
said. di savowing -Tntimphsmamorg co

reat to debat e, because
For the most part, teachers seemed to agree. Almostgzg wrong, 6 o she said. .
percent said it was important to discuss
national politics with studendsa little less
than the 79 percent who said it was _ _ _
important to discuss race and ethnicity and Months after the 2016 presidential election,
the 75 percent who t hi n&majoridysof edupators say thatnational politics
discuss immigration with students. have created a sharp divide among students, leavin
In interviews, teachers cited the rise of fake teachers grappllng with how to handle Fla_ssroom
news as a reason for talking about politics conversations about controversial issues.

in clas® they felt a responsibility to help
their students learn how to critically

eval uate whatos on the ia'btperro%%th'ingiéan?tkp(foeod,\/igllfc

social studies teacher in Texas who works at qpnow wh at t heir political

alternative high schoo.l 20 miles from the UMexico The majority of survey respondedt$1 percerd voted

P © _r d _e r _ sald her s t udent Sfor 8Iiﬁt3n?whi|% ?L?ep@rceht Oote§ frorel'r?u%p?ﬁ pe'rc@nt

|mm|grat|on_ policy, but often get therr n_ews fromvot_ed for a thirgparty candidate, and 10 percent did not

unreliable sourc _e S ) I ncl uvgté at . V?/h(ﬂectﬁeasdrvewb_%e% hdt s\tatis@id%lly lml?r(Sr

what they heard isnot corsriect n'aqfi Qr mpat i togaghgggdvu(
nMy role 1s to provide t A8 Wt Bngtdefogripficaly S divérse  sthdol

them.o districts.

While m(_)st_ educatprs s_md they _ CO“'?‘_ OlISCUS?he survey found that Clinton voters were slightly less
controversial issues with their students in a civil Mannel, ¢ able than Trump voters discussing the election
only 44 percent said their training adequately prepar?gsults with students who hold differing views. Overall,

them to handlg those d'SCUSS_'an’ and 23 percent S?ﬂj percent of teachers said they were uncomfortable
they have received no such training. discussing the election results with students who
supported the other candidate.
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Local Teacher Adds Ties

to School's Male Achievement Lessons
by Maya Earls, Philadelphia Tribune Staff Writer

- CINANNE .

For more than 20 years studealtrse gpduyt konne w hheoiw thboe sdto < thii tssi}fc‘)f
Leadership Dayo at Murrell Dobbins CTE High School . Year?f?;ffe
year, since Commercial and Advertising arts teacher Troy Stratt@vith all of the students learning the first year, the tie lesson vi?as
has been around, students struggled to tie their ties. Sotaaght to only the freshman class in February. Some of the senlor<
students did not have a tie at all. joined the program as mentors for the freshman students this year
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AWeore tal kidn3g0 Oabyoouun g2 Onde n whToh ado wdats lgawet because Wherifﬁ
ties, o0 Stratton said in an ihtkevi bwt, t hat shows master%-gy,

Stratton decided two years ago to do something to help hie usually collects ties over the summer, with many donatidns
students, and AKnot MeoO was boming from retirees. The ties that need freshening up are
repaired and pressed by the ;fsc
The teacher first decided to collect ties to give to the students. He )

posted a request on social media for donors to send tiestofthée r an 1 nto one man who had a
school. Family members, friends and even strangers begantt@ | d me, o601 6m retired and d 0\n (
share his call for ties and the next thing he knew, hundreds of
donations were coming in. For Stratton, a tie is essential to making a good first |mpressnon
He says the simpler the tle,:-'i:t
AThe first year we <col | ect ea suced3q) thetteaeher is tthinking aboué emgandiag His class/ te
country, some as far as Was hicaveay praper shits fartareinteoviedt r at t on s ai d

f;?f With all the ties in hand, Stratton then called together seveidlYou have to put your best fo (

male sponsors. Stratton and the sponsors gathered in a mirrdredot 1 s practiced and perfe ct €
~room the day before the school s Male Leadership Day I n
and taught the entire male student body how to tie a tie. TReincipal Damon said the tie lesson promotes the idea that tt IS
students then got to keep their ties. always better to be overdressed than under dressed.

ﬁThe ties werenot perfect kﬁUVESher[mtourhe(yhivuedrreenorbeth)e/iéfﬁrr

. Stratton said of the young recipients and their effort. with their confidence and s p| I

Stratton decided to make the lesson into a regular program. THee Dobbins Alumni Association held its 28th annual Male
name MAKnot Meo came from hi sLeadanship Bdy debc 23. Students avére able ¢ol irueaiabtn@h

e

student from learning. industry professionals and learn life skills. Jack Drummorfd
director of the cityds Office
ﬁl al ways taught young men i keynoteyspeakerassr oom how to tie tie
i{never the entire school, 0 he said.
) 333838 \
\ School Principal Toni Damon said the lesson is another way the
\% school helps students become college ready. Stratton said anyone interested
- | | in donating a tie 3
\nl think it was a. much needed complerggnrh{a”ittt& our educagl
§_§program,(‘) Damon said. &
§ After the lesson, each student receives an exit ticket. The ticket Murrell Dobbins High School \
. shows the student is able to tie a tie on their own three times. The 2150 W. Lehigh Ave. “‘
I§ ticket also has instructions on the back, just in case the holder Philadelphia, Pa. 19132. {\\
;\E forgets in the future. Stratton said students appreciated the lesson. %
R N
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They |l oved it, o0 he said. AEven the young men who said
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my refusal to force students to memorize a for very long.
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You Can’t Cover Everything

By David Cutler, Edutopia

Teachers have mandated content to myriad of seemingly endless facts, citing thel instructed students on how to respond |n
accessibility of the internet. He reminded me thagournalistic form, which they found more:

cover, but also seek to develop SkIIISmy students could use their phones to easily getngaging and useful than more formal acaderrj‘g_i'ic

that students will use long after they information on people and events. writing. One junior, Sophie Lapat, wrote a hlghly
have forgotten rote facts. engaging articld it Tr ump : The
Grossman urged me to consider what | want & ¢ k ® witich d shared on The Gator, a

Now t hat itos March, Ft%dﬁpts éoosﬁi" Aqbow %ng EOQSidea{ Hsafm ¥e8r§tUdﬁnt news site where | work and which | alse

down the road. @l don oadvisenSevgrrl studergssenjqyedrthe a%Siﬂntmié_fnﬁ
to be some particular pieces of information, soS0 much that they enrolled in my journalism
much as you want them to learn how to thinkClass. f‘f
about somet hi ng, O he tol d me . Thi s calls ifo
capitalizing on content that students find mostl t 6 s comforting t o h e a
interesting, and how and why a particular topicdisciplines who share my emphasis on

. still matters today. introducing relatable content to help reinforce key
Even after a decade in the classroom, | struggle _ . ;
skill s. n woul d rather

mightily with deciding what to cover and in how . N
For exampl e, Grossman [0 asfsquestigng hagd u¢se rflata jtor SHPPRIb r

much depth. | feel guilty about focusing less on . Ny
World War 1, for instance, to emphasize thei s something that stu deenglesions Ehanohgvg,bfqr §xanaol§e,nn@morlz@§3 4

o . . R ©
1920s and the Great Dce%r}setsasr]tolny. &t tedm b & n@g@ereQ@§¢r|o|nf§,0@ gggr%lhl
honest, | often feel inadequate, wondering howeCUld be a wise idea to discuss how a documerft science teacher at the Hockaday School in

much less other teachers would think of me foFatiﬁed in 1788 remains relevant in 2017. Dallas, told me via email.

making that call.

about what to cover in my American history class
for the remainder of the year. Should | prioritize
skills or content? Are the two mutually
exclusive? Years from now, what do | really want
students to still remember and find useful?

Agree on Skills Taught, Not Content Delivered
Years from now, what do | really want

Pomt Try to Cover Everything students to still remember and find When it gets down to it, Grossman said, flve

. . . useful? historians gathered in a room would never agree
Needing advice, | recently sought out Jim . . . i
. . . on every bit of content to include in the:
Grossman, executive director of the American i . 8
o . S : curriculum, fAbut theyic
Historical Association and a giant in the fields of ) N
historv and historv education student has to learn from spending a year
y y Emphazise Relevant Skills indulging in historical

i i b
Gr ossma_n IOUt\ me mor e alttold@r%:s%rﬁanAtha{tI\_/\i%lélalré‘acﬂ/'?olloﬁvlng%@t\é%rr tainly, itos importa
everything, o he told mgice Afer Wesstudied Stte JdcRsénian Eré%%n%alttignal understanding of key events, like the
possible. Therefore, different teachers have tqjuring election season, for example, | asked MAmerican Revolution and the Civil Rights;’:i;f
make choices as to where they are most likely t@tudents to respond to the following prompt:

engage their students. 0 Mor e t o t he ointMovement. But at a cert
949 i ' P content delivered that should matter most, but

Grossman said, ALtOs Mogty;whetsher; yousSdoghy dy 6l sosich Sonteht cirt ehdade- studbritsiirs
X, ¥, or Z, but how much emphasis you put ony p, ¢ people beating thgidifupod bl thder8nitg: of histforﬁza{lif%mG
X, Y, or z.0 New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani recently told inquiry, which will stick with them long after &
MSNBCG6s Chris Matt hewgeir minbrizaion df fAcks hdd fadedh O W |
For added perspective, | contacted Dan Langjponald Trump] posited it right from the
head of the middle school at Francis Parkerbeginning’ the pe0p|e are rising up against 3Grante

School in San Diedgo " ; _ b Grant {ZI the majority of teachers are mandated ﬁio
go- gbverfimet ftheyefifd ¥ Be disRuhcliofial. And cover certain content. Still, the pinnacle of:

a odebate can be wonoOyedl At OPrabYEMe®@nf oyl g BiEHLE § befeleSis balintifg hdw"
solvedo when the best deitelatmayrbgoie R@ﬁ@kﬂlnlj(l) %ﬁ(@é‘onténtoa%o rglevant to refining critical§
t hat t he perceived Oprobl embd t o be sol ved i &

1S . :
” - _ ) . ) lifelong skillsd no matter the subject taught.§
actually a healthy tension that needs to be . respects, :

if any, do similarities exist pepending on intrinsic interest in a certain area of

managed well, o he wrotg L8 pdfen AAdrel JJCI&&%HBtPres?d%?udy, this is more or less challenging. Aftelg
-elect Donald Trump? What might these parallelsc h at t i ng with Gross ma;:g

Emphasize Relatable Content reveal? Or is Giuliani off base here? Eitherway,yhi | e skills candt be § d

please compose a wallritten, convincing wi t hout content t hat %t L
With this tension in mind, Grossman reaffirmed editorial that supports your stance. unlikely that many will remember much of either§:
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These high school journalists investigated a new principal's credentials.
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. newspaper adviser. wher e |t doesnot bel ongii

Days later, she resigned.
By Samantha Schmidt, The Washington Post

Connor Balthazor, 17, was in the middle of study hall N
when he was called into a meeting with his high schodlEver ybody kept telling t

Smith told The Post. But with the encouragement of the

LA group of reporters and editors from the studerstuperintendent, the students persisted.
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administration
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newspaper, the Booster Redux at Pittsburg High School
in southeastern Kansas, had gathered to talk about AfnyT hey wer e at a | oss th at
Robertson, who was hiredt heesn thbhe sdé gWwa s cwaiotl i6rs g h_é_,te<

principal on March 6. said.

The student journalists had begun researching Robertsbnthe Booster Redux article, a team of six studénts
and quickly found some discrepancies in her educatidime juniors and one seni@ revealed that Corllins had
credentials. For one, when they researched Corllibgen portrayed in a number of articles as a diploma mlll

University, the private a place where people
university where can buy a degree_,_{
Robertson said she got A team of six students diploma or certificates. .
her master ds a five juniors and one seni@ Corllins is not .

doctorate degrees years revealed that Corllins had been portrayed  accredited by the U.S..
ago, the websintenumberofarticles as a diploma mill, Department of

work. They found no a place where people can buy a degree, Education, the studentsf"
evidence that it was an diploma or certificates. reported. The Better
accredited university. Busi ness E:}:Z:B l

website sa y S
AThere were some things phgsi cabtadddadd msut]n&kmcdw
Balthazor told The Washington Post. accredited institution.

The students began digging into a wekksgg N Al | of this was compl etel
investigation that would result in an article published Al | of the shining rev i‘i"*e
Friday guestioning t he Ipe@lctelsma)(fylro)ffortrrhaetlcp)mlecyo
degrees and of her work as an education consultant. f i gures to find this. 0

On Tuesday night, Robertson resigned. Robertson had been living in Dubai for more than 20
years before she was hired for the position. She said she
Al n | ight of the 1 ssues tnos trecenttyowored ab rthe clited executives ofném
i n the best I nterest of tduatiod icansulting cfirm kmownr a&ss Attgcus IhS r
Pittsburg Community Schools announced in a stateme@onsultants there.
RnThe Board has agreed to accept her resignati on., o\
In a conference call with the student journalist;%,
The resignation thrust the student newspaper staff ifbo ber t s on Apresented I n c"’io

local, state and national news, with profession@lat es and i nconsistenci e $
journalists nationwide applauding the students for askimgported. She said she attended Corllins before it ED S
tough questions and prompting change in theaccreditation, the Booster Redux reported. §
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When contacted by the Kansas City Star after the

publication of the studentso article, Robertson s
three of her degrees fihave been authenticated by t
government. 0 She declined t o comment directly on
student sdé questions about her credential s, Nbecaus

concerns are not based on facts, 0 she saidd.

In an emergency faculty meeting Tuesday, the
superintendent said Robertson was unable to produce a
transcript confirming her undergraduate degree from the
University of Tulsa, Smith said.

During the course of their reporting, the students spent

weeks reaching out to educational institutions and

accreditation agenci es to corroborate Robertson
background, some even working through spring break.

Their adviser, Smith, had to recuse herself from the story

because she was on the committee that hired Robertson.

So the students sought the help of Eric Thom










































