We are looking forward to seeing you in Harrisburg on October 19th for the upcoming 65th annual Pennsylvania Council for the Social Studies Conference which will be held at the Red Lion Hotel Harrisburg East, 4751 Lindle Road. Harrisburg, PA 17111 on October 18-20, 2018.  
PCSS is an organization that has had a long tradition of supporting all the social studies related disciplines throughout the state.  As an advocate for social studies at all levels of education, PCSS promotes the analysis, dissemination, and evaluation of instructional materials and programs for effective social studies education in the Commonwealth.  In addition, the organization makes recommendations on certification requirements for educators involved in teaching social studies.  Most importantly, PCSS assists local social studies councils in organizing professional development and cooperates with schools, school districts, intermediate units, and other interested parties on social studies projects. Since membership in PCSS is free, please make sure you and all of your colleagues are members by joining now.
This year's conference theme is PCSS:  WHERE IT ALL COMES TOGETHER.  Social studies are the axis around which all other subjects revolve:  math, science, language arts, music, dance and visual arts.  The incorporation of knowledge from all of these subjects in our society is what defines our history, our culture and our future.  Social studies encourage students to utilize information and skills from a variety of content areas to formulate ideas and opinions, apply processes and express their conclusions, concerns and solutions.
The Pennsylvania Council of Social Studies believes that interdisciplinary studies not only make learning more enjoyable and relevant, it cultivates systemic thinking—a necessary approach for solving problems of the 21st century.  The 2018 PCSS Conference will challenge and inspire educators to think about the myriad ways subjects are connected; the power of ideas to change attitudes, lives and ultimately, the world. 
More than 50 individual sessions and a score of exhibitors will bring the theme to live on the main conference day of Friday, October 19, 2018.
 
On Thursday, October 18th, PCSS will extend its work on Act 70 which focuses on how each school district implements instruction dealing with the Holocaust and genocide by presenting the CHOICES Program.  The program will run from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and costs a separate $145 per person. The Workshop includes the two curriculum units, lunch, and a certificate of completion. PA teachers can receive Act 48 credit. A limited number of partial scholarships are available for pre-service teachers. Gain insight into teaching strategies that support the implementation of Act 70 which encourages each school district to implement instruction dealing with the Holocaust, genocide, and human rights.  Receive hands-on training and complimentary instructional materials that will help deliver quality implementation of appropriate instruction that meets the requirements of the Act. 
That Thursday evening, starting at 7:00 p.m., PCSS will hold its annual award reception, honoring social studies educators and supporters in a delightful evening that costs $25 but is included in any of the conference registration packages.  
After the Friday, October 19th sessions are completed, PCSS hosts a President’s Reception and Dinner.  This year’s speaker is a giant of social justice, Dr. Edgar Cahn.  The reception and dinner, free for past PCSS presidents, comes at an additional cost of $35.
Saturday morning, October 20, 2018, brings the fall PCSS Board meeting.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  Breakfast at that event is an additional cost of $20.
PCSS Conference  at a Glance

Thursday 10/18/18
8:30 am - 3:00 p.m.  CHOICES Program (separate payment event)
4:00 pm-8:30 pm Exhibit Set Up: Capital Ballroom
6:30 pm Cash Bar: Lancaster Suite
7:00 pm-9:00 pm Awards Reception: Lancaster Suite
9:00 pm Hospitality Suite: Room 333 (PCSS gratefully acknowledges the sponsorship of Thursday’s hospitality room by Drawing the Lines)

Friday 10/19/18
7:00 am Registration: Lobby
7:30 am Continental Breakfast/Exhibit Area Opens: Capitol Ballroom East & West
(PCSS gratefully acknowledges Friday breakfast sponsored in part
by LEAP-Kids)
8:00 am -8:50 am Session One
9:00 am-9:50 am Session Two
10:00 am-10:50 am Session Three


Special time to visit exhibits

10:50 am-11:15 am Exhibit Area: Capitol Ballroom East & West


11:15 am-12:30 pm Lunch/Keynote: Dauphin Ballroom
12:30 pm-1:20 pm Session Four
1:30 pm-2:20 pm Session Five

Special time to visit exhibits

2:20 pm-2:45 pm Exhibit Area: Capitol Ballroom East & West


2:50 pm-3:40 pm Session Six
3:45 pm Raffle/Door Prizes: Capitol Ballroom East & West
5:00 pm President’s Reception (Cash Bar): Lancaster Suite
5:30 pm President’s Dinner: Lancaster Suite (Edgar Cahn, dinner speaker)
8:30 pm Hospitality Suite: Room 333 (PCSS gratefully acknowledges the sponsorship of Friday’s hospitality room by PA We the People)
Saturday 10/20/18

8:00 a.m. Board Breakfast: Lancaster Suite

8:30 a.m. Board Meeting: Lancaster Suite

 
Best wishes and see you soon.
