
 
 

The members of the Lancaster Bar Association are thinking about 
the teachers in our community, and the tremendous impact that 
COVID-19 has had on the lives and careers of our educators. 
Teachers have always been one of the primary foundations of our 
community, however, with the added stress of COVID-19 they  
have taken on a new level of responsibility in a way that is truly 
heroic. In recognition of the ever-increasing number of worries 
and concerns our community’s classroom heroes have for both 
their students and their families, and in an effort to alleviate one 
potentially-significant source of stress, the Lancaster Bar 
Association and the Lancaster Law Foundation are offering a 
free phone consultation and signing appointment with an attorney 
to provide teachers and their spouses with a Living Will and 
Health Care Power of Attorney.  
 
A Living Will documents your end-of-life wishes should you 
become unable to carry them out yourself. Although each Living 
Will is created with a hope that it will never be necessary that it 
actually be put to use, it is also carefully constructed to insure that 
the primary intentions of the individual for whom it is drafted are 
accurately recorded. While we certainly are encouraged as more 
and more people observe the precautions and safety measures 
which have been recommended to decrease the spread of 
COVID-19 in our community, we also encourage local teachers 
and their spouses to take advantage of this free service as a 
means of providing them with additional clarity with respect to 
their important life decisions, and with an increase in their peace 
of mind.  
  



Recently, a doctor in a COVID-19 Unit spoke about a 30-year-old 
patient of his who had passed away while on a ventilator. This 
young man had not laid out his end-of-life wishes, nor had he 
appointed anyone to make health care decisions for him. To the 
great chagrin of both his family and the medical staff, the young 
man had not stated what interventions he would want if he was in 
an end-stage medical condition with no realistic hope of 
significant recovery. Whereas the young man’s father did not want 
any further treatment that would prolong the inevitable, his mother 
wanted to try everything medically possible to save him. Had 
the young man himself put in place a Living Will, he could have 
expressed what his wishes were, thereby sparing both his parents 
and the medical staff a heartbreaking conflict. As the doctor sadly 
noted, hospitals are seeing far too many critically ill patients who 
do not have such documents, thereby making already 
overwhelming situations even worse. 
     
Everyone over the age of 18 who has capacity should have a 
Living Will and Health Care Power of Attorney in place. A Living 
Will expresses your wishes should you become unable to verbally 
make or communicate your health care choices, and be in an 
end-stage medical condition or permanently unconscious. You 
can state your desire to have certain extraordinary medical 
interventions withheld or withdrawn “if they serve only to prolong 
the process of my dying;” that is, if there is no realistic hope of 
your significant recovery. A Health Care Power of Attorney 
appoints one or more persons to make health care decisions on 
your behalf both in an end-of-life context, or even if you are just 
temporarily unable to make and express your own decisions. The 
two documents go hand-in-hand, and the phrase “advance health 
care directive” can mean either of those two documents, or a 
written combination of the two.  
 



If you are a teacher, and would like to consult with an estate 
planning attorney about a Living Will and/or Health Care Power of 
Attorney, please complete this form.  
 

https://www.lancasterbar.org/classroom-heroes-request/index

