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Pet Pantry takes 
in those evacuated 
from fire at ORCA
DAN NEPHIN
DNEPHIN@LNPNEWS.COM

The animals that were at 
the Organization for Respon-
sible Care of Animals, where 
a fire broke out Tuesday, are 
being cared for at the Pet Pan-
try of Lancaster County.

A cat named Nick died in 
the fire.

Thirteen animals were res-
cued from the blaze Tuesday. 
A restoration worker later 
found one kitten, and another 
person found an adult cat, 
Debbie Lort, vice president of 
the East Orange Street shel-
ter, said Thursday.

It was kind of the Pet Pantry 
to offer help, she said. In all, 
15 animals are being cared for 
there.

No people were injured. 
The cause of the fire has yet to 
be determined.

Meanwhile, ORCA employ-
ees and volunteers are work-
ing remotely.

“We can still carry out our 
mission, but the only thing 
we can’t do is take in calls (to 
house) animals,” she said.

Restoration workers have 
been going through the build-
ing, Lort said.

Fire damaged the building’s 
second floor, and the rest of 
the property sustained smoke 
damage, Lancaster City Bu-
reau of Fire Chief Scott Little 
said shortly after the fire.

A message left with the 
department Thursday af-
ternoon seeking an update 
wasn’t immediately returned.

Animals 
in fire 
receive 
shelter

LANCASTER CITY COMMUNITY

JEFF HAWKES
JHAWKES@LNPNEWS.C.OM

Lancaster County officials have designat-
ed Lancaster’s McCaskey East High School 
and Quarryville’s Solanco Fairgrounds as 
vaccination sites if Pennsylvania approves 
mass distribution of a COVID-19 vaccine in 
coming months.

The county’s Emergency Management 
Agency said it has approvals to open one or 
both sites, but emphasized it will do so only 
if health care facilities and pharmacies lack 
the capacity to manage the demand for vac-
cinations.

The federal Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention is prioritizing the first doses 
for health care workers, first responders, 
nursing home residents and others at high 
risk. Vaccinations would become available 
in later phases to the wider public.

“It is important to note that the first phase 
will largely be provided through the hospi-
tals,” said Nate Wardle, state Health Depart-
ment spokesperson. “The department con-
tinues to work with health care providers to 
sign them up to distribute the vaccine.”

Penn Medicine Lancaster General Health, 
WellSpan Ephrata Community Hospital 
and the Lancaster Health Center said they 
have received state approval to give vacci-
nations when the government makes them 
available.

“Vaccines will be offered first to clinical 
and nonclinical staff who work directly with 

Locations 
for vaccine 
designated
If needed, McCaskey East, 
Solanco Fairgrounds are set

COVID-19

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

DAN NEPHIN
DNEPHIN@LNPNEWS.COM

Like many parents in Manheim Township 
School District, Lisa Driendl-Miller’s two chil-
dren had Alexandra Chitwood, who died of com-
plications related to COVID-19 last month, as a 
counselor.

“I just knew that I needed to do something to 
help” to honor Chitwood, said Driendl-Miller, 
the executive director of the Lancaster Bar Asso-
ciation and its charitable arm, the Lancaster Law 
Foundation.

Knowing that COVID-19 prompted many fami-
lies to evaluate end-of-life medical planning, 

Driendl-Miller came up with the idea of having 
attorneys volunteer to provide free planning for 
teachers and their spouses.

The program is called Heroes in the Classroom. 
Attorneys taking part are providing a free phone 
consultation followed by a signing appointment 
to execute a living will and health care power of 
attorney.

Ann Martin, a partner at the Lancaster firm of 
Gibbel Kraybill & Hess, is one of the bar associa-
tion members who’s agreed to provide services to 
teachers. In her practice, she said she’s seen an 
increased interest in formalizing such arrange-

Lancaster lawyers offer free living will services to teachers 
in name of educator who died recently from COVID-19

Lisa M. Driendl-Miller, executive director of the Lancaster Bar Association, stands outside the association’s 
office at 28 E. Orange St. in Lancaster city on Wednesday.
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We’re really hoping that the 
other way (with vaccinations 

at health care facilities) 
works, but we are definitely 

ready to go if we need to.
— Philip Colvin, 

director of the county Emergency Management Agency

LAWYERS, page A24
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patients in emergency situ-
ations and have a higher 
risk of exposure to patients 
whose COVID-19 status is 
unknown,” said John Lines, 
Penn Medicine LGH spokes-
man. “As greater supplies of 
the vaccine become available 
following approval, we will 
be eager to make it available 
to our patients to maximize 
safeguards for the communi-
ties we serve.”

Ryan Coyle, WellSpan 
Health spokesperson, said a 
team meets regularly “to be 
sure we are prepared to ex-
pedite the process and vac-

cinate our frontline health 
care heroes as soon as (a vac-
cine) becomes available.”

Philip Colvin, director of 
the county Emergency Man-
agement Agency, said the 
state Health Department will 
make the call as to whether 
the county should set up its 
mass distribution sites.

“We’re really hoping that 
the other way (with vaccina-
tions at health care facilities) 
works, but we are definitely 
ready to go if we need to,” 
Colvin said.

Vaccinations won’t be on a 
first-come, first-served basis 
at the sites. Instead, the pub-
lic will register online for ap-
pointments, Colvin said.

The state health depart-

ment is developing the 
website and a public infor-
mation plan in case vac-
cination sites are needed, 
he said.

Health care workers, not 
county employees, would 
handle the vaccine and 
give inoculations at the 
centers.

Although Pfizer’s vac-
cine requires storage at 
minus-70 degrees, Colvin 
said the county is not ac-
quiring super-cold freez-
ers. That’s because Pfizer 
has developed insulated 
packaging, dubbed “pizza 
boxes,” that uses dry ice 
to keep the vials at the 
required temperature for 
multiple days.

ments. She’s had clients who 
already had plans in place 
ask to modify them to ad-
dress medical care practices 
that COVID-19 has made 
more well-known, such as 
the use of intubation and 
mechanical ventilators.

“You don’t want to be put-
ting your loved ones in a po-
sition of having to make a 
decision for you when they 
don’t know what your pref-
erences may be or they don’t 
know who has the priority 
for you,” Martin said. “That’s 
really the challenge — get-
ting those documents done 
before there’s any issues.”

Recognizing 
teachers’ work

Like many people, the 

Chitwoods had talked about 
getting living wills in place, 
but just never got around to 
it, said Kenneth Chitwood. 
He is 57 and Alexandra was 
47, and it seemed like they 
had years ahead of them.

“At 70, you know it’s in-
evitable,” he said, “but when 
you’re younger …”

In the case of Alexandra’s 
sudden death, a living will 
wouldn’t have mattered. 
But her husband said the 
bar association’s program 
was a great way to honor her. 
(He’s also planning to create 
a scholarship program next 
year in his wife’s honor.)

Teachers are already tak-
ing advantage of the Heroes 
in the Classroom program. 
Driendl-Miller said the 
foundation has had more 
than 20 inquiries and more 

than a dozen attorneys so far 
have volunteered.

Martin said it’s a great 
way to recognize the hard 
work that teachers do — a 
job made even harder by the 
pandemic.

She should know: Her 
husband, Jim Stutzman, 
is a third grade teacher in 
Lampeter-Strasburg School 
District.

Marcie Brody, spokes-
woman for Manheim Town-
ship School District, said the 
district was grateful to the 
bar association and founda-
tion.

Superintendent Robin 
Felty “has shared with me 
that it truly shows the entire 
community coming togeth-
er to help and support each 
other during these times,” 
Brody said.

Vaccines Lawyers: Stepping up for teachers
Continued from A3Continued from A3

TY LOHR
TLOHR@LNPNEWS.COM

A 19-year-old Mountville man 
arrested Tuesday for attempted 
murder has racked up more charg-
es, including 11 stemming from a 
string of burglaries at salons and 
spas beginning in May, court re-
cords show.

Kyle Eugene Smith, who police 
said stabbed a 56-year-old man nu-
merous times near the man’s East 
Hempfield Township home on 
Nov. 27, previously stole more than 
$2,500 from four Manor Township 
businesses over the summer, ac-
cording to an affidavit of probable 
cause.

The businesses — a hair salon, 
two spas and a barbershop — re-
ported total losses at $2,540, and 
an additional $934.76 in damage, 

according to police.
Manor Township police were 

first called to Hairapy Salon on 
Oakridge Drive on May 22, accord-
ing to the affidavit.

The owner said the back door 
was forced open and a bank bag 
containing $700 was stolen.

Soon after that, a witness — who 
police said requested anonymity — 
told officers that Smith was brag-
ging about breaking into the hair 
salon and was showing off a large 
amount of cash, according to the 
affidavit.

Nearly two months later, in July, 
Manor Township police were 
called to Allure Inc. Salon and 
Spa, where an employee told 
police that when she arrived at 
work, a window to the business 
was broken and $1,460 was stolen, 

according to the af-
fidavit.

While officers 
were on the scene, 
another burglary 
was reported by 
Magnolia Day Spa, 
which is in the same 
plaza as Allure, po-
lice said. The owner 
told police a rear 

window was broken and $200 in 
cash was stolen.

Also, that same morning, police 
were called to another business in 
the plaza — Manor West Barbers — 
where the owner told officers that 
his cash register, along with $180 
in cash, was stolen, according to 
the affidavit.

He told police it appeared that 
the burglar also broke through a 
rear window.

A Manor Township police officer 
assisted East Hempfield Town-
ship police on Aug. 23 when offi-

cers searched a campsite less than 
a mile away from the plaza, 
where they found checks from a 
massage business, according to the 
affidavit.

Neighbors told police that 
Smith was known to live at the 
campsite.

Smith had been avoiding po-
lice for a while, according to East 
Hempfield Township police Lt. 
Matthew Pohley. Smith had mul-
tiple hangouts or hideouts that he 
would frequent, making it harder 
for police to arrest him.

Smith was arrested Tuesday 
following a foot chase near Main 
Street in Mountville. Once he 
was in police custody, three other 
police departments — including 
Manor Township — filed charges 
against him, according to court 
dockets.

— Ephrata police charged Smith 
with false identification to a law 
enforcement officer (a misde-

meanor) for an incident that hap-
pened on Sept. 28.

— West Hempfield Township po-
lice charged Smith with a felony 
count of burglary, a felony count 
of criminal trespass, and misde-
meanor counts of theft by unlaw-
ful taking and criminal mischief 
for an incident on Aug. 20. He was 
also charged with a felony count of 
theft by unlawful taking and a mis-
demeanor count of unauthorized 
use of a motor vehicle for an Aug. 
17 incident.

Smith was committed to Lan-
caster County Prison. Bail for four 
of his five criminal dockets totals 
$1,230,000.

A preliminary hearing had not 
yet been set for his attempted mur-
der charges.

Dates for preliminary arraign-
ments and preliminary hearings 
regarding the other dockets range 
from Dec. 8 to Dec. 11 in front of 
three different district judges.

Burglary charges added for stabbing suspect
Police: Man charged with attempted murder also 
broke into businesses, stole more than $2,500
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