  Ceremonies are more than just ceremonial-

 Culturally Responsive Teaching Grades 4 and beyond
As the public school educated child of a teacher educator and community organizer in the late 20th century, I grew up with an array of commemorative public school and community ceremonies.  Some of these including those for Veteran’s day, Memorial day, President’s Day, student honors day, graduation day and kindergarten graduation involved students.  The students were assigned stage roles in them and they were usually done in an auditorium or a large community space but with limited seating. Among community commemorative ceremonies most students of the late twentieth century attended were: bar/bat mitzvah candle lighting ceremonies, confirmation parties funerals, community memorials for civil rights leaders with candle lighting  music and speeches.  During that era, these commemorative ceremonies were viewed as integral to the fabric of education and community life.
Fast forward to the first two decades of the 21st century, where teachers, principals and administrators have been focused on delivering data driven reading, writing, and mathematics results with aggregate gains.  In this climate, commemorate ceremonies while still retained by schools for some assemblies or graduation calendar days have become mostly top down scheduled “external” events or period place holders where select students are “given” defined already scripted roles and parents are “invited” to attend as mostly observers. In fact because of limited seating, even if the school rented a space–prior to Covid, families were given a limited number of tickets. Yet families vied for these tickets because seeing their students partake in these ceremonies was an emotionally deep and satisfying experience for them. Obviously while retained but limited in schools focused on “results driven Instruction,” these ceremonies have lost the emotional and ownership grip they had in the 20th century.  Even the community cultural and local commemorations have shifted to more “event planned professional entertainment and programming” as opposed to local citizen run and developed culturally meaningful events.

The Covid student quarantine-aka sheltering at home together and the shift to remote and hybrid learning have generated a tremendous need for student owned “coming together” commemorative ceremonies to concretize learning and make it “live” for students.  How so “live” when in many instances the students might through remote be in their homes? “Live” and “living” by their developing their own scripts based on research and with “quotes” from their own accessible at home or via online adult family and with music/entertainment if appropriate selected and  performed by them.
As Zaretta Hammond notes: “One of the goals of education is not simply to fill students with facts and information but to help them learn how to learn.” https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/43060576-culturally-responsive-teaching  
Douglas Fisher and Nancy Frey ( 2020) note that a major lesson about learning which emerged from the mandated shift to remote and to hybrid instruction was the need to infuse within that instruction social and emotional learning. They advocate bridging the gap between this SEL (social and emotional learning) and academic learning.  They state “link social and emotional learning topics to actions” https://www.teachingchannel.com/blog/distance-learning-lessons
How better to link social and emotional topics to actions,than  by students developing commemorative ceremonies from facts and information taken from book,holiday, historical, and cultural  events? In doing so they concretie research reading, collaborating and teaming skills into the action of developing a planned scripted product- a ceremony not constricted by school schedule or space- good to click and to commemorate.  Sometimes in doing so, students provide a service that is authentically needed by their community.  But wait, given a problematic education school site issues for gathering, even post Spring 2021 and the abandonment of onsite “assemblies”, aren’t commemorative ceremonies outdated and outmoded?
Not at all and here’s how they can be done and with a broader audience than the ones that had a set time, date, and attendance capacity.

Take Veteran’s Day, a calendar day well enough into the school year that the teacher has already set up structures for research and collaboration – including breakout groups online.
Here’s how to engage students in a student centered commemorative ceremony.  This protocol works for remote or hybrid or onsite.

1.   Pre-survey Knowledge of the topic cognitive and social content.

First ask in a whole class discussion what they know about Veteran’s Day and why it is in the calendar other than as a day off from school.  Have one recorder list and post what they know or think they know.  Do not comment.  Grades 6 and beyond can be challenged to discuss the difference between Memorial  Day and Veteran day.

2. Make connections to student familiarity with online broadcast or on site live experienced events or ceremonies in conjunction with this  commemoration. Some students may depending on family involvement have gone toa cemetery or a local veteran day event prior to this project.  Use digital resources to immediately access very student to the commemoration experience.
Next ask students if other than shopping or getting the day off from work or school, any commemorative ceremonies are observed for this day.  Challenge them to define “Commemorative Ceremonies”. Students can be assigned to breakout groups on line or in class to define this and can be asked to look at some teacher curated resources such as:

Veterans Day 2020 https://www.almanac.com/veterans-day
Memorial Day Virtually/The American Legion

https://www.legion.org/honor/248724/help-us-observe-memorial-day-virtually
2020 Memorial Day Events

https://www.military.com/memorial-day/memorial -day-events-and-discounts.html
WWII Memorial Veterans Day Wreath Laying Ceremony

https://www.c-span.org/video/?478011-1/wwii-memorial-veterans-day-wreath-laying-ceremony
3.  Have students learn how to develop commemorative ceremonies by doing and by developing them. This aligns with Zaretta Hammond research. Let the students define what the purpose of these two commemorate days is and what components constitute a commemorative ceremony with reference to the digital resources listed.
4.  Through initial outreach families use social and emotional learning and connection families to evolve an oral history interview.  This is of course an academic project. Challenge students as to primary sources they could identify to develop ceremonies within their capacity as students-elicit family armed forces veterans and in some cases family members who served and are deceased.

5.  Immerse students in learning how to run a ceremony by running one. Have the students identify roles needed to craft a ceremony.  Among these might be: a writer, a musician –student or a selected public domain piece that is appropriate, speakers to present the ceremony,a dedications,  artists for artifacts or flowers or signs or even painted rocks, graphic artist for a flier and perhaps an adult veteran speaker.

6.  Make the student learning “real”  by actually setting a date for the ceremonies from groups or single class ceremony.  Film, post and send invites to as broad an audience as is appropriate. No number limits, no set time and have visitor comment opportunity.

Social and Emotional Learning Linked to Standards and Life Literacy Actions

Students who craft these student owned, understood, staffed, delivered, and presented ceremonies, learn more than how to be event planners.  They learn from primary sources about the back-story of the event and as the ceremony curators learn to commemorate as citizens now. Ceremonies are rites of passage anchored in social lives and community calendars.  Technology can also facilitate and ironically concretize that rite of passage globally and emotionally. The rite of crafting ceremonies is an urgently needed one in these disconnected times of remote and hybrid learning. Ceremonies are so much more than just ceremonial.  They are at the crux of the familial and social learning that bonds students to their community and to history. They need to commemorate and to celebrate that connection. 

Resources: 
Ceremonies and Civics Rose Reissman
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