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Social Studies PLC eBlast 
June 2022 Volume II, Number 6 

 
Hello Everyone! 

 

Chronicling America 

Search America's historic newspaper pages from 1777-1963 or use the U.S. Newspaper Directory to find 
information about American newspapers published between 1690-present. Chronicling America is 
sponsored jointly by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the Library of Congress. 

 

National History Day Updates 
 
Hundreds of students from all over PA attended the National History Day in Pennsylvania State Contest at 
the University of Scranton on May 7 and 8.  Hundreds more participated virtually.  63 students qualified for 
the National Contest, and judging for that is now underway.  Please join us in wishing them well.  
In addition to the winners, NHD in PA awards several special prizes:  the Pennsylvania LGBTQ+ History Prize, 
the Irwin Marcus Prize for the best paper on Pennsylvania history, and the Mayflower Prize for the best 
projects representing the ideals and values of the Mayflower passengers. 
 
You can view the list of winners online here: 
2022 State Contest Results 
2022 Special Awards 
 

 

Register for the 102nd NCSS Annual Conference 

Join Your Social Studies Colleagues in Philadelphia, December 2-4, 2022 

The National Council for the Social Studies is excited to welcome members and all social studies educators, 
administrators, and specialists from across the globe to the first face-to-face NCSS Annual Conference since 
2019.  For more information and to register click here. 

 

2022 NCSS Inquiry and Teaching with Primary Sources Summer Institute 

Calling all methods professors! You can earn a $500 stipend by attending the 2022 NCSS Inquiry and 
Teaching with Primary Sources Summer Institute scheduled for June 16-17, 2022 | 9:30 AM - 6 PM ET Daily. 
Learn how to construct social studies inquiries using digital primary sources from the Library of Congress. 
See the full agenda here and register for this free institute today! 

 

2022 Summer Leadership Institute  

The National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) invites you to join them from July 19-20, 2022, for its free 
Summer Leadership Institute (SLI), Navigating the Political Landscape of Social Studies! This year’s virtual 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://www.neh.gov/
https://pcssonline.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2aac2f184361fe292a4c4fa22&id=3a0d7026da&e=908a0b2f50
https://pcssonline.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2aac2f184361fe292a4c4fa22&id=a6e275ebbf&e=908a0b2f50
https://www.socialstudies.org/conference
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.socialstudies.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FT8%2B113%2FczwXG04%2FVVWksK1Kt5KYW4z2gtK7gcc2HW2XSKgS4JD_TCN5VHnVm3q3pBV1-WJV7CgFJYW8PyK2J4kspJ4W3GvHy_6VqgNrW8R30Dh5SmH_ZVMSNVD8Z-F5TW6M0f6B6-KpQBW3QqJv_4CXvJWW4wxSjp6HVs-pW7NZlBJ8tWxCSW3X89Bn4zx39fW6fWwhg1PxJ7rW7BrdqR9ls_2PW6bgrKJ3zfPpXW6t6l2V6sMb5FW2tBt-P31kgG0W3gcG8z7Ltsf9W3vWNcQ5VCYZFW3Vj4x71-hM8cW8H0W1w1pqvVmW2VK7lS7kJ7b8N7N6WhbPYHJQW5945n-89MJ2xW67_cw66rwKljW14SKD189H9wFW8Xp1HS1dG2L_W8rS90P35jg5HW17WdF76Hv82lW4PsTQ14njQwzN93fPTs2TgxRN1y42pCyW4DMVHLDJL3D2QLS3mvB1&data=05%7C01%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Ca7826c81c714462f9dde08da2d4016bb%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637872050546453136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ff0tBJm50ttFo9Okp7EFsmqac9pQAYl4fza963z9Rtc%3D&reserved=0
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two-day SLI event, scheduled for July 19-20, 2022, from 12 PM - 5 PM ET daily, will focus on how social 
studies educators can recapture the narrative of social studies and promote social studies as a central 
component of preparing all students for civic life. Learn more and register here. 

 

NCSS Spotlight: Civic Life Project 

The Civic Life Project was founded by two Emmy Award documentary filmmakers and educators as a unique 
educational initiative to inspire high school and college students to learn about civics and to actively 
participate in the democratic process through documentary filmmaking. Learn about them here. 

 

Crossroads of History Project 

Using Primary Sources to Develop and Implement Informed Meaningful Activity Plans Based on Social Justice 
and Civil Rights Issues 

This project will facilitate a careful, reversed chronological examination of social justice and civil rights 
incidents in U.S. History that mirror each other over time - providing entry points for those involved in 
education in and outside of formal classroom settings to use primary sources and social justice standards to 
conduct meaningful dialog, learn and develop historical inquires, and inspire informed actions that give 
voice to marginalized communities. 

Participants will: 

• Have the option to earn college credit hours. The amount of credit is based on successful 
completion of activities. 

• Be recognized by NCCE as a Library of Congress Crossroads of History Project Participant. 

• Be enrolled in the Crossroads of History Educator Community with access to peer-to-peer networks 
and coaching. 

Find out more or register for the program. 

 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 

Belfer National Conference for Educators Conference Details 

Designed to support accurate, meaningful teaching about the Holocaust, the Belfer National Conference for 
Educators is the US Holocaust Memorial Museum’s flagship event for secondary school educators across 
the country.  No cost virtual sessions are scheduled for Monday, June 27–Wednesday, June 29. 
 Register here. 
 

PBS Learning Media 

Bring the World to Your Classroom 

WVIA (The World Via Television) and PBS have curated FREE, standards-aligned videos, interactives, lesson 
plans, and more for teachers like you.  Check out the SAS PBS Toolkit for an overview or take a look at what 
is here. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.socialstudies.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FT8%2B113%2FczwXG04%2FVVWksK1Kt5KYW4z2gtK7gcc2HW2XSKgS4JD_TCN5VHnTN3q3n_V1-WJV7CgQ0dW8_662J1g3NC6W15kkYt8T37N0N5Q21Q4LZMD7W3XF6Hm4WnF1xW5PX6cw3w1VqpW2bt4PV8GpPzQW7nfw8s769jT3W9fZLxJ2YpdxcW3VTMCK43w0MCW4FD3Ng6lW7VDW7n7TTg8X4jf6W1Gxnc835hmfjW7n-qhl5_JlS7W2rk_nQ4BrJxwW2J9D9j2JBDwmW5z3x3P95QhhCW2WdBt05NWz-9W5p4KLb5p6fLBW4mlFWj1XxK5zW3RF1z_3Vr-JxW3bQQ_55K-rgGW8YQs4G3D131SW554RCR7WYTGpW59zcmy2PBnlxW7fnhJn3Lkm8BW1sWB0N95VYZ6356x1&data=05%7C01%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Ca7826c81c714462f9dde08da2d4016bb%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637872050546453136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PiB5AKmhwDTNJP2%2FKVXhaQmHfeqwQsqni%2BgaJQ9eaF4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.socialstudies.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FT8%2B113%2FczwXG04%2FVVWksK1Kt5KYW4z2gtK7gcc2HW2XSKgS4JD_TCN5VHnSV3q3n5V1-WJV7CgQnhW6GR7D78n6NWcW66RHFh6v2R7ZW2kdxk71R0ysdW4sRcMB6pHhXVN2YRsJ3dZ2QxN4MvYXWWVND9W309CTt5cXkmkW8s14_H3V4l4MW8t0h_v5dYMrZW7Gg7Mz1J10sJW4xXbmz2Tj3__W16mm_c2V9tQqW84f5Xz2LD5_0W3Lb79M3rgwszN8PXkRKP9Mh9W3BR1h_6sZNq6Vh7d9M4kKQQgW6f9J8-3WwMRQW57Pphf8p25M1Vt_NKc5dCWh431Ft1&data=05%7C01%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Ca7826c81c714462f9dde08da2d4016bb%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637872050546453136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YZ68Z4lZ%2FBfSLrztyq5fsAbkKhkyASaLh1Xis3fZTyg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImRtY2Nyb25lQHBhLmdvdiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2xpbmtfaWQiOiIxMzciLCJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiMTQ3NTQ5MjUzMCIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiIyMDE4NjYxODI3IiwidXJpIjoiYnAyOmRpZ2VzdCIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY29udGVudC5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYXR0YWNobWVudHMvV0FPU1BJLzIwMjIvMDUvMDMvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8yMTQ5MjEyL1hyb2FkcyUyMG9mJTIwSGlzdG9yeSUyMEZseWVyJTIwTGlicmFyeSUyMG9mJTIwQ29uZ3Jlc3MlMjAlMjgxJTI5LnBkZiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA1MDUuNTc0Nzc3NDEifQ.E4GnYdHzgK9BXEkZyF90yWf3u39MLnappcy3eSFKFgk&data=05%7C01%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7C1139048a91ce4fda86db08da313bd32d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637876432225313171%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AuzncCAxW80x0TF538%2F5ft0mQojMtrbaBtYEEXI9CMQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImRtY2Nyb25lQHBhLmdvdiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2xpbmtfaWQiOiIxMzgiLCJzdWJzY3JpYmVyX2lkIjoiMTQ3NTQ5MjUzMCIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiIyMDE4NjYxODMxIiwidXJpIjoiYnAyOmRpZ2VzdCIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vbmNjZS5vcmcvcHJvZmVzc2lvbmFsLWxlYXJuaW5nL2xvY2Nyb3Nzcm9hZHNvZmhpc3RvcnkvIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIyMDUwNS41NzQ3Nzc0MSJ9.-3TFMtitpAIKrDPdRnhXcIjRITkG_6J6_gCDT1VInK4&data=05%7C01%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7C1139048a91ce4fda86db08da313bd32d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C637876432225313171%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NfeS3%2B3nDQzrlHqSpHnBoFiBzNx5hauDAhnDMw35RF0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ushmm.org/teach/opportunities-for-educators/belfer-educators-conference?utm_source=smartbrief&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=E20220503LHEBELFEREMI
https://www.pdesas.org/Page/Viewer/ViewPage/54/
https://wvia.pbslearningmedia.org/
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The OER Conference for Social Studies 

Mark your calendar for the third annual OER Conference for the Social Studies (OC for SS): August 3–4, 
2022. Since 2020, the OC for SS has become one of the biggest professional development events for social 
studies teachers in America, bringing thousands of teachers from across the country together to learn and 
grow.  

A free, virtual experience for K–12 educators, OC for SS is a place to connect with leaders in the field and 
equip yourself for the challenges of today’s classrooms. Learn more and register here. 

U.S. Department of Education Newsletters 

Subscribe to newsletters and journals from the U.S. Department of Education here. 

 

PA Department of Education: Pennsylvanians Can Now Access Hundreds of Free 
New E-Books on POWER Library 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) announced that Pennsylvania’s public electronic library, 
POWER LibraryOpens In A New Window, has acquired 350 new e-books for users to explore, bringing the 
total of available titles to approximately 20,000. 

 

This Day in History 

Sign up now to learn about This Day in History straight from your inbox. 

 

JA Biztown Grades 4-6 

JA BizTown combines in-class learning with a day-long visit to a simulated town. This popular learning 
experience allows elementary school students to operate banks, manage restaurants, write checks, and 
vote for mayor. Students are able to connect the dots between what they learn in school and the real 
world.   

Following participation in the learning experience, students will be able to: 

▪ Discuss the roles they play as citizens, workers, and consumers in their community and relate those 
roles to the free enterprise system. 

▪ Discuss the importance of citizen rights and responsibilities in a community.  
▪ Demonstrate a basic understanding of the free enterprise system.  
▪ Build money management skills through a practical knowledge of economic concepts and banking 

practices.  
▪ Develop an understanding of basic business practices and responsibilities. 
▪ Display the soft skills necessary for successful participation in the world of work. 

 

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court 

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court is the Commonwealth’s highest court and the oldest appellate court in 
the nation. The early Court consisted of a chief justice and two associate justices. Throughout the centuries, 
it has evolved to its current number of seven sitting justices who make the final decisions interpreting 

https://community.oerproject.com/events/oc-for-social-studies-2022/?_cldee=k2aCfOGH27Wl-roT7f7G0_whHbNRP846pb0axqCcn53rTK0R906yXuH1QnAGCScx&recipientid=contact-dbbfbbfeeca1eb11b1ac0022480429be-82073dcb55bf4b70b11c12768587e5ee&utm_source=ClickDimensions&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=SY%2021%2F22%20OC%20for%20SS&esid=ecc823f5-78d0-ec11-a7b5-0022480b42ac
https://www2.ed.gov/news/newsletters/index.html
https://powerlibrary.org/
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history
https://jausa.ja.org/programs/ja-biztown
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Pennsylvania’s laws and Constitution. The Court has full administrative authority over all aspects of 
Pennsylvania’s judicial system and may also hear cases involving issues of immediate public importance 
arising in the Commonwealth. 
 
Information about the history of the Court, committee members, and various resources is available here 
and via Facebook @PennsylvaniaCourts and Twitter @PACourts. 

Excellent civics materials can be found at https://www.pacourts.us/civics-ed 

 

Learn Inquiry at the Inquiry Design Model (IDM )Summer Institute 

The Eighth Annual IDM™ Summer Institute will be ONLINE July 11-12, 2022, and is sponsored by C3 
Teachers and the National Council for the Social Studies.  This is its 8th year helping teachers learn about 
inquiry-based teaching and learning in general and the Inquiry Design Model (IDM) and designing inquiries 
in particular. For more information and to register click here. 

 

 

Thank you for subscribing to the SAS Social Studies PLC and for all you do every day for the students in 
Pennsylvania! 
Don McCrone   
dmccrone@pa.gov  

https://pcssonline.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2aac2f184361fe292a4c4fa22&id=279472931b&e=908a0b2f50
https://pcssonline.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2aac2f184361fe292a4c4fa22&id=b025f16c23&e=908a0b2f50
https://pcssonline.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2aac2f184361fe292a4c4fa22&id=d24c37f20d&e=908a0b2f50
https://pcssonline.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2aac2f184361fe292a4c4fa22&id=753376cdcd&e=908a0b2f50
http://c3teachers.org/
http://c3teachers.org/
http://www.c3teachers.org/inquiry-design-model/
https://www.socialstudies.org/professional-learning/2022-idm-summer-institute?utm_campaign=TSSP&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=213418680&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--SR7Oco5mjZSLdxyE4oTtIodl92EvlaiS4nBQEineTbtY-VtfIDeEz2s3H0hDyDamAqss9quqPtm5Us6JiCjdR7byrZQ&utm_content=213418680&utm_source=hs_email
mailto:dmccrone@pa.gov

