NO VEHICLES IN THE PARK

The "No Vehicles in the Park" lesson involves a mock statute that says, due to problems in the park, there will be no vehicles allowed in the park. Do you understand the rule?  What makes up a good rule?

Clarity, enforceability, and fairness are good answers!  
You will now be a participant in city council hearing petitions involving disputes over the interpretation of the law. Will you allow exceptions to the law? 
Do you look to the letter of the law?

Do you look at the intent of the law?

Do you consider a broader view, exploring the reason we have laws at all in our society?

The town of Barrister had a park that was being overrun by vehicles of all types. To make the park a place where residents might find peace and enjoyment, the town leaders enacted a law that reads: "No Vehicles in the Park." While the law seems clear, some disputes have risen over the interpretation of the law. Please decide the listed cases keeping in mind both the letter of the law as well as the intent of the law.

NO VEHICLES IN THE PARK HANDOUT

A. John lives on one side of town and works on the other side. He will save 10 minutes if he drives through the park.

B. To keep the park clean, there are many trash barrels in which people may deposit all litter.  The sanitation department wants to go into the park with trash trucks to collect the trash.
C. Two police officers are chasing a suspected bank robber. If one officer cuts through the park, he or she can get in front of the suspect’s car and trap it between the patrol cars.

D. An ambulance has a dying car-accident victim in it and is racing to the hospital. The shortest route is through the park. 

E. Some of the children who visit the park want to ride their bikes in the park. What about the skateboarders?

F. Mr. Thomas wants to take his baby to the park in her baby buggy.

G. A monument to the town’s citizens who died in the two Gulf Wars is being constructed.

A tank, donated by the government, is to be placed beside the monument.

H. Several of the town’s citizens have made a living for several years by driving people around scenic spots in the city in an old-fashioned horse and buggy. They want to drive people through the park.

