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Hello Everyone! 

 

New from Gilder Lehrman 

 

Gilder Lehrman has recently launched its Citizenship Challenge. The Challenge offers students in 
Grades 3-12 the chance to suggest edits and additions to the nation's citizenship and 
naturalization exam.  

This contest helps to augment the efforts of Gilder Lehrman to provide resources to students, 
educators, and families about Citizenship in America. These resources include interactive practice 
tests, premade Kahoots, and a video library including scholar and educator videos, and premier 
lesson plans.  
 
Students, teachers, or parents can submit student entries here by 10:00 p.m. ET on Friday, March 
13, 2026, to be considered for the prize. A jury of master teachers recruited by GLI will review the 
entries and select the finalists. The winners will be determined by a panel composed of members 
of GLI’s Student Advisory Council. Entries will be evaluated for their creativity, accuracy, and 
quality of argumentation. Students’ work will be reviewed and judged at their respective grade 
levels (Grades 3–8 and Grades 9–12). Winners will be notified and announced in May 2026. 

 
 

We the Teachers Fellowship at William & Mary 
This year-long fellowship brings together 100 educators from across the country to examine the 
nation’s founding ideals through historical and civic discourse. Participants receive a $2,500 
stipend and work directly with historians, scholars, and museum professionals on the William & 
Mary campus in Williamsburg, VA, for a week in July. The fellowship is a collaboration between 
NCHE and William & Mary. Applications are open through January 31, 2026. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gilderlehrman.org/citizenship/citizenship-challenge
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/citizenship
https://wmsas.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9vGhRiLDrb6EedU
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From The National Council for History Education 
 
The Space Age on the Space Coast 
NCHE invites K–12 educators to apply for this NEH Landmarks workshop focused on the political, 
cultural, and scientific history of the Cape Canaveral region. Sessions will be held July 12–17, 2026 
OR July 19–24, 2026. Applications are due March 6, 2026. 
 
Upcoming NCHE Webinars 
NCHE continues to offer free webinars for history educators. Registration links are available on the 
NCHE website. 

• January 15, 2026 – From Mystery to Meaning: Using Investigative Genetic Genealogy in 
Historical Inquiry 

• January 21, 2026 – From Kitchen to Screen: Food, Society, and the Stories of the Gilded Age 
• January 27, 2026 –  Combating Islamophobia and Anti-Arab Sentiment in Our Schools and 

Communities 
• January 29, 2026 – Early Appalachia and Scots-Irish 
• February 12, 2026 – Beyond the Verdict: The Unintended Consequences of Brown v. Board 
• March 15, 2026 – Beyond Ellis Island: Immigration and Identity in the New South 

NCHE Conference – Montgomery, Alabama (March 26–28, 2026) 
NCHE’s annual conference will take place in Montgomery. This year’s theme is Diasporas: Histories 
of Movement and Cultural Exchange. Here is a link to register! 

History's Habits of Mind Resources 

Explore NCHE’s newest History’s Habits of Mind resources. Free, classroom-ready materials that 
support historical thinking through primary sources and diverse historical topics.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ncheteach.org/the-space-age-on-the-space-coast/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncheteach.org%2Fprofessional-learning%2Fwebinars%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Ceda94233d09e4c45f55e08de4ef97aa2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639035030580290757%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kgZm8vschSBMeRutWHdQ6Br%2F34ZIRdAlpeNdl9NDTIU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncheteach.org%2Fblog%2Fwebinar%2Ffrom-mystery-to-meaning-using-investigative-genetic-genealogy-in-historical-inquiry%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Ceda94233d09e4c45f55e08de4ef97aa2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639035030580307463%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HDgsfWqTR2qxmjZfuS%2BuQBaAZ1bzuj1WBkLTfEj3jWQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncheteach.org%2Fblog%2Fwebinar%2Ffrom-mystery-to-meaning-using-investigative-genetic-genealogy-in-historical-inquiry%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Ceda94233d09e4c45f55e08de4ef97aa2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639035030580307463%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HDgsfWqTR2qxmjZfuS%2BuQBaAZ1bzuj1WBkLTfEj3jWQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncheteach.org%2Fblog%2Fwebinar%2Ffrom-kitchen-to-screen-food-society-and-the-stories-of-the-gilded-age%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Ceda94233d09e4c45f55e08de4ef97aa2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639035030580324042%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CPbFMQM%2B90bhLmQV32NV6UU7%2B%2BbndYZJQ%2FKC2Xa3ONQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncheteach.org%2Fblog%2Fwebinar%2Fcombating-islamophobia-and-anti-arab-sentiment-in-our-schools-and-communities%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Ceda94233d09e4c45f55e08de4ef97aa2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639035030580339678%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7stGF3AHyTKRIyyj%2FyfL%2BKCIK7Jf1FJhZ8D6TqNqds8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncheteach.org%2Fblog%2Fwebinar%2Fcombating-islamophobia-and-anti-arab-sentiment-in-our-schools-and-communities%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Ceda94233d09e4c45f55e08de4ef97aa2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639035030580339678%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7stGF3AHyTKRIyyj%2FyfL%2BKCIK7Jf1FJhZ8D6TqNqds8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncheteach.org%2Fblog%2Fwebinar%2Fearly-appalachia-and-scots-irish%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Ceda94233d09e4c45f55e08de4ef97aa2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639035030580357632%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Szv81fga96Mcc0sCAAYTtsPMCdq1C%2BD%2BeZQynUNU02Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncheteach.org%2Fblog%2Fwebinar%2Fbeyond-the-verdict-the-unintended-consequences-of-brown-v-board%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Ceda94233d09e4c45f55e08de4ef97aa2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639035030580374704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2yoDS%2FTKJ5JTfUA%2FLkVzMnzlRtmOXXz%2BPTs%2B7SGePcM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncheteach.org%2Fblog%2Fwebinar%2Fbeyond-ellis-island-immigration-and-identity-in-the-new-south%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Ceda94233d09e4c45f55e08de4ef97aa2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639035030580392106%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ealMnbT9DxZTJpXsw1AQsS5m5c3Fd6K0kEAyfb8zoO8%3D&reserved=0
https://ncheteach.org/conference/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fncheteach.org%2Fresources%2F%3Fresource-type%3D51&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Ceda94233d09e4c45f55e08de4ef97aa2%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639035030580425153%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gnVkeN%2FPAKw%2FgDb4vMSpQy%2FMnl0HDKBS3IpGGAaBIqk%3D&reserved=0
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From C-SPAN Classroom: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service 
 
According to the U.S. Department of the Interior: “the third Monday in January, the Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Day of Service (MLK Day) is the only federal holiday that is also designated by Congress as 
a national day of service.” 

  

As you prepare your students to spend time giving back to their local communities on January 
19th, consider using the following resources to have them reflect on Dr. King’s accomplishments 
and legacy. 

• On This Day: Martin Luther King Jr. Day - Life, Death, Legacy (7 Clips) 

• On This Day: The Assassination of Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. (8 Clips) 

• Clip: Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday & Service Act (1:58) 

• Clip: Martin Luther King, Jr. - “March on Ballot Boxes” Speech (5:15) 

• Clip: National Civil Rights Museum Tour (30:07) 

• Bell Ringer: Civil Rights (2 Clips) 

• Bell Ringer: 60th Anniversary of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (2 Clips) 

• Bell Ringer: Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King (15:37) 

• Bell Ringer: Martin Luther King's "Walk to Freedom" in Detroit 1963 (5:20) 

• Bell Ringer: Sixteenth Street Baptist Church Bombing (6:29) 

• Bell Ringer: 1968 Memphis Sanitation Strike (7:49) 

• Bell Ringer: 1968 Washington, DC Riots (8:01) 

• Lesson: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Letter from Birmingham Jail (7 Clips) 

• Lesson: Last Days of Martin Luther King, Jr. (3 Clips) 

• Lesson: Civil Rights Movement: Sit-Ins (4 Clips) 

• Lesson: Key Events of the Civil Rights Movement (15 Clips) 

• Lesson: Choice Board: Virtual Field Trip of Washington, D.C. (7 Clips & Slides) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletters.c-span.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FY%2B113%2Fd5h5QF04%2FVXgjh640GSZVW7tw3lR62DbxvW4125np5J92c7MQqrW23qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3p7W9hh5bX8r46nzW1jb0Hm7l1gl6W3LSWrF1gD2CVW2BFCzN5yQq5_W2F6Yns6p37hVW5HdpnZ5FZgtTVn81Zp3njwS7Vw23N78W6Z1gVdjChs3MRnQlW63_hkC6_89cXW1nnSF4424m1KVpRY4g7WF3MCW6-4CZ07FDLR2W5M4dHh1tsGh9W1gY9nB1MxWYMVcm76W20H1CDW7b06B85hpbWZVSzQn16Jg1R4W9jn0-d4F-6D3W4prmzW7YZlcSN30Z42-kdYD1N1FXbfJDlfLfV9RTdf3WFd2wVKF0kS55kn7hW3jnwtz8r6-rJW6wJZQ_2ph1g6drkZmb04&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7C4f688f91924246a6b04508de512d1b67%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639037451347016725%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K63elXCUw1EaCP7VBZnqMk7jporILbzgcRV4fkuC0GY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletters.c-span.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FY%2B113%2Fd5h5QF04%2FVXgjh640GSZVW7tw3lR62DbxvW4125np5J92c7MQqrW23qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3nyW8D8Hhf2HJYNVW4q0rBD4rXjhBW1Lgv6C5GQGkvVCP9Dd1wRWP6N1ZqQ4jYMKWtW33qhPw81jY6kW617_zJ5s_5C0V_jY-g100xM5W6Prgl84tmvvnW7RCTNh95w44DW4h9nXY8jNg9rW47xMNb8j7rGhW2w2Gd28g8b5MW911jsw446WMYVLj54175GxSzW6yn5dH8V04FkW4j9ss15Yh-1jW8WLD_x7KrQwnW8NcJGm9hMRX2N5zgXy7JpQxDW6jmjRp1RV-HLW9hc_dh4-gc3rVPYzWl41kF4CW4VMJMg4FjZ-9W1_YWf022BbZCN4vKGqbH0qTzf2hMDvW04&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7C4f688f91924246a6b04508de512d1b67%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639037451347035065%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=waH1ZaAdTNZFqeJlVSuSTuIVaqAA3DPTlWN%2Fcg01Gz4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletters.c-span.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FY%2B113%2Fd5h5QF04%2FVXgjh640GSZVW7tw3lR62DbxvW4125np5J92c7MQqrW23qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3mXW4s42rx9jlqmbW74WnTr66PvFTW815sbb8QfvXQW5NS_yz5bKJ99W62bj9t1Pbzz2W4qJZ4m5gxYgrW3QW2fB1FjF2yW84qZrF7rt_v9W1x2w3y6zszSNW8hzrqJ94NwQ3W4b-BPP1kH831W8fv7MK8fQFZNW1splSG2n8b8lW8pggH35vVHZRW3xhqk56hF4cDW1NM6737L6pBTW2WNB0H3q7vwrW6LyDR116lbYwW34cB3y26FbxjW3BDgL964SrRWW86d-Kj4PBQLvW4B3xVC2JLQnFVSXTPH2BLLc3W1SJllD60kVG1W5Wkncc2pXNC-W3qgRR01klGn-f9bkbXP04&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7C4f688f91924246a6b04508de512d1b67%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639037451347051469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mbDShIBNsNSKjUM%2B2SejE4CxL%2BeZ9%2FgNVMKS8yWmjws%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletters.c-span.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FY%2B113%2Fd5h5QF04%2FVXgjh640GSZVW7tw3lR62DbxvW4125np5J92c7MQqrW23qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3mLN1LmzlpcM7jLVmVPRg27QX1hW7fwyNV27TVSHW7cL8-C7xvr1MW1WNPVR1dypMYW7Tw8Pg7N15k9W8YfnlK5cw03pW5TK0kd1SdrhJW4_WDMc3XPmgzN7HCCFfC7kK2N818DsDQdc18M7FgwlS4rr1VG0MjH3TV1JsW4VYcYs48C8CNW1l1B1C2YkQjTW2TXB-R6sGdY5W2tB4ZR4jX1_NW8ST6c73f5HLjW6mkHkg7FD5sfW2Gy6NJ3W6wpBN89ZWNqgYm09W9fb9S_54lWhNW5Dz_Lk8kJYVgW2Brh8w6DLvVRN62N43M9bqvJW35-L5F3N4JfKf3RN_pK04&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7C4f688f91924246a6b04508de512d1b67%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639037451347068875%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=17%2FAm%2FSwsyEVPCCmduT%2F6f3XxH322jG%2BNzvYjJ0Y%2BSw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletters.c-span.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FY%2B113%2Fd5h5QF04%2FVXgjh640GSZVW7tw3lR62DbxvW4125np5J92c7MQqrW23qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3n-W1pyXpL6pZtl4W3Mbkk36RyJLnW4B-64R6kTGvHW4WpRXr1htYy3W5q598t6rPXFqW87vDqg95J6NgW2VGGMp51X_HKW8Pf0VV97WRghW35TF1M10slq6W2WY0Gc4lBc1PW3gZfWJ4bkLhjW1Q7mjp5c7hd-W4LW7Nn3Sc6-CW29-P753m7HRKW6PLNBj6lQJrhN8mMbLwKBHRJW87VkJc6gl93tVy3FDf1PVSvmW4jhK5C65RBf0W87Nd9Q7TyTfmW4Q8xr11WLM8KW95zZk22j8tyhW3CcxrH5S3svjVvM2Lm1skvWpW9jw8GP8bRdcRW2nSSjG5F9rm-f3J40mT04&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7C4f688f91924246a6b04508de512d1b67%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639037451347085419%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yuafBiF3TRlfKk%2BE8myJ7vanmvbZSjRLjkFMKGUD4Y4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsletters.c-span.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FY%2B113%2Fd5h5QF04%2FVXgjh640GSZVW7tw3lR62DbxvW4125np5J92c7MQqrW23qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3ppW89j9rF8DvDVgN7sJnPV_N3T6N3PDLxFvl80NW3SbQS52YK0M1W3TZxGW1vf5K3W9b5_lq1W3QnhW5fLDkS6HmfNrW71thsH2mXhqMW5c8fdx1zLhMPW3ZpkXj5Fpr7SW582JwW7NbCNxW392r9r4T-BlSW6shztJ8mvwYtW3-20294DcSFJW3nQ2dS14BD2mW73YYNw4M6hYwW4S1p9K1B09NdW6Trrbh5n7pK7W4g4RDF5h991wW7YR8VC4D_Yq4W7RcxBH7ZP-zjV4k9Qd2Vm1p9W2fgQWp4f_0KlVSmc4h7dGDSGN3lVpcHYS7l0W4tyTHq5Cb5scf35pvGg04&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7C4f688f91924246a6b04508de512d1b67%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639037451347101988%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UHRjWozcVF%2B78U5SaWpO1PUajAlVKQyv5QoP1DIY2G4%3D&reserved=0
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NOTE:  Sites identified here have been reviewed by the content advisor; however, educators are advised to 
preview for appropriateness for their respective classrooms.   
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The Historical Society of Pennsylvania’s Newsletter 
 
Subscribe to the HSP monthly newsletter to receive instructional resources, webinars, and access 
to their content collections. 

 

 

New from The Pennsylvania Council for Social Studies 
 
The Fall 2025 issue of the Social Studies Journal is Available Now! 

  

PCSS is excited to share the Fall 2025 edition of the Social Studies Journal (SSJ), published by the 
Pennsylvania Council for Social Studies. 

 

 

From The Economist Educational Foundation: Topical Talk 

Ready to start inspiring classroom discussions?  This year, bring real-world context to your 
teaching. 

The Economist’s Topical Talk lessons help students develop essential critical-thinking, oracy and 
communication skills, media literacy and cultural capital. 

Topical Talk lessons are created by experienced teachers in collaboration with journalists at The 
Economist to combine deep educational knowledge with world-class journalistic expertise. 

Adaptable activities support students to be skeptical about media stories and value the 
importance of evidence in an age of misinformation and fake news. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://hsp.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=4b8c1a2423c73b91df1240768&id=b468eac2fa
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IVeXRbaoCyriFDup6eipumyFynqSby-M/view
https://talk.economistfoundation.org/


NOTE:  Sites identified here have been reviewed by the content advisor; however, educators are advised to 
preview for appropriateness for their respective classrooms.   
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From Echoes and Reflections  
 
Teaching About Antisemitism After the Holocaust 

 
Examine this persistent form of hate through historic and contemporary framing, designed to build 
student knowledge, critical understanding, and skills for intervention. Course Dates: February 2-
March 1.  

Course Details: 

• Three interactive modules; approximately 7 hours to complete. 

• Proceed at your own pace each week, be supported by an instructor, and enjoy interaction 
with other educators. 

• Complete all three modules for a 7-hour certificate. 

• Final module includes additional time to complete optional final project for a 10-hour 
certificate. 

• Graduate credit available through the University of the Pacific. 

 

 

 
Black History Month 
February is Black History Month, an annual celebration of achievements by African Americans and 
a time for recognizing their central role in U.S. history. Also known as African American History 
Month, the event grew out of “Negro History Week,” the brainchild of noted historian Carter G. 
Woodson and other prominent African Americans. Since 1976, every U.S. president has officially 
designated the month of February as Black History Month. Below are some resources to support 
classroom instruction: 

• Celebrate Black History Month from the National Museum of African American Culture and 
History.  

• Black Washington from the Washington State Historical Society. 

• Black History Month from the History Channel. 

 

 

 
 
 

https://echoes.catalog.instructure.com/courses/teaching-about-antisemitism-after-the-holocaust-february-2026?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--EeDGFnSbeMwgxA46NQozmNvWH7IuNRcQ1fJHDRv0refvvbKjZZwvKAUOr65P0-CA7u2nn_cegm0EE9G7uZ7f7S_NS9w&_hsmi=397393330&utm_content=397393330&utm_source=hs_automation
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fnmaahc.si.edu%252Fexplore%252Finitiatives%252Fblack-history-month-2024%2F1%2F0100019b891ee07f-38a9b07e-7b81-41fe-84cf-aed9a2168bee-000000%2FSwIDAv4MTEYm-5o9kenRJOydjD_EfvvdgoFSGgSPOy0%3D438&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Cd0fd7c98a9b843eb0a5d08de4b923e58%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639031288935525134%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YjipjHEgrxOaVgLy%2BF2N492NrFG9BQ4hEJifKcaIvIM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.washingtonhistory.org%252Fexhibit%252Fblack-washington%252F%2F1%2F0100019b891ee07f-38a9b07e-7b81-41fe-84cf-aed9a2168bee-000000%2FS5OPdXbmWUYCVohy6SUZnecmCehQNPIJEm7ZhAowSm4%3D438&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Cd0fd7c98a9b843eb0a5d08de4b923e58%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639031288935541369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DSP%2BKLESqCTnITRim7WH11DbmAzwkYZ9EA1f%2B4J5hqQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.history.com%252Ftopics%252Fblack-history%252Fblack-history-month%2F1%2F0100019b891ee07f-38a9b07e-7b81-41fe-84cf-aed9a2168bee-000000%2Fq4-LXqilritIOch3idE3KhVXGS3VOhpclQHtrryr80I%3D438&data=05%7C02%7Cdmccrone%40pa.gov%7Cd0fd7c98a9b843eb0a5d08de4b923e58%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639031288935557614%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bt%2FWpPLcn5RVsH1kOeCspURQfvjUgdOwVilaEaeZ%2Bk8%3D&reserved=0


NOTE:  Sites identified here have been reviewed by the content advisor; however, educators are advised to 
preview for appropriateness for their respective classrooms.   
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The Pennsylvania Department of Education’s updated Media Literacy 
Toolkit is now available 
 
In his second budget address, Governor Josh Shapiro charged the Department of Education and 
our Office of Commonwealth Libraries with developing resources to help schools incorporate 
information literacy into all aspects of learning so that our youngest Pennsylvanians have the skills 
to navigate the world around them. As more and more Pennsylvanians turn to digital sources for 
news and information, it’s more important than ever that students be equipped with the skills to 
discern between fact and fiction online. Information literacy is a vital component of the high-
quality academic standards taught across the Commonwealth. These new resources will not 
replace those standards. Rather, they provide tools that schools can use to enhance existing 
lessons and empower the next generation of Pennsylvanians. 

 

 

A250 Declaration Decoders from Bill of Rights Institute 
 
The Bill of Rights Institute is introducing an escape-room style classroom activity designed for 
middle school classrooms that decodes the Declaration of Independence and its references 
throughout time. 

 

Declaration Decoders transforms traditional DBQ exercises into an interactive, puzzle-driven 
experience. Students step into the role of historians, helping curate a museum exhibit for the 
250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence.  

 

Through both physical and digital elements, students will explore the links between the 
Declaration of Independence, the Seneca Falls Convention, the Gettysburg Address, Theodore 
Roosevelt's New Nationalism Speech, and Martin Luther King Jr.'s I Have a Dream speech. 

 

A250 Declaration Decoders will be FREE in 2026 but with limited availability. Complete the interest 
form for the opportunity to receive it in late February! 

 

Thank you for subscribing to the SAS Social Studies PLC and for all you do every day for the 
students in Pennsylvania! 

Don McCrone  dmccrone@pa.gov 

https://pdesas.org/Page/Viewer/ViewPage/79?SectionPageItemId=26131
https://mybri.my.site.com/forms/s/standard?formId=a0UJw00000DRRhNMAX&utm_source=Salesforce%20Marketing%20Cloud&utm_medium=eMail&utm_campaign=EOY%20Email%20-%2012.16.2025&utm_id=1859724&sfmc_id=374925604
mailto:dmccrone@pa.gov

